“ALEXANDRU IOAN CUZA” UNIVERSITY OF IASI
FACULTY OF HISTORY
INTERDISCIPLINARY CENTRE FOR ARCHAEOHISTORICAL STUDIES

STUDIA ANTIQUA
ET

ARCHAEOLOGICA
27/2,2021

Supplementum-Honoraria



EDITURA UNIVERSITATII ,,ALEXANDRU IOAN CUZA”
IASI — 2018

EDITORIAL BOARD

Lucretiu Mihailescu-Birliba (editor in chief) (“Al. 1. Cuza” University of Iasi), Robin Brigand (French
National Centre for Scientific Research, Besangon), Ashley Dumas (University of West Alabama),
Alexander Falileyev (Institute for Linguistic Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Sankt
Petersburg), Svend Hansen (German Archaeological Institute, Berlin), Martin Hose (Ludwig Maximilian
University of Munich), Gheorghe Tacob (“Al. I. Cuza” University of Iasi), lon Niculitd (Moldova State
University Chisindu), Attila LaszI6 (“Al. 1. Cuza” University of Iasi), loan Carol Opris (University of
Bucharest), Daniele Vittorio Piacente (University of Bari), Alexandru-Florin Platon (“AL 1. Cuza”
University of Iasi), Adrian Poruciuc (“Al 1. Cuza” University of Iasi), Alexander Rubel (lasi Institute of
Archaeology), lon Sandu (“AL 1. Cuza” University of Iasi), Eugen Sava (National Museum of History of
Moldova, Chisindu), Christoph Schéfer (University of Trier), Wolfgang Schuller (University of Konstanz),
Claire Smith (Flinders University, Adelaide), Acad. Victor Spinei (“Al 1. Cuza” University of Iasi), Dan Gh.
Teodor (lasi Institute of Archaeology), Nicolae Ursulescu (“Al. 1. Cuza” University of lasi), Mihail
Vasilescu (“Al. 1. Cuza” Univ. of Iasi), Olivier Weller (Pantheon-Sorbonne University, Paris).

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE

Roxana-Gabriela Curcd (chief secretary), Marius Alexianu, Neculai Bolohan, Vasile Cotiugd,
Iulian Moga, Iulia Dumitrache, Andrei Asdndulesei, Felix-Adrian Tencariu (members), Radu
Alexandru Brunchi (web editor).

Postal address (materials sent for reviewing purposes and other correspondence):
Universitatea “Al. I. Cuza”, Facultatea de Istorie, Bulevardul Carol I, nr. 11, 700506 - Iasi, Romania.
Tel.: (+04) 0232 201 615; Fax.: +(4) 0232 201 201, +(4) 0232 201 156;

Website: saa.uaic.ro; Email: saa.uaic.ro@gmail.com, blucretiu@yahoo.com.

The responsibility for the content of the materials published falls entirely on the authors.
This volume uses the free open-source typeface Gentium by SIL International.

© 2021 by the authors; licensee Editura Universitatii AL 1. Cuza din lasi. This article is
‘ @ @ @ ‘ an open access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative

Commons by Attribution (CC-BY) license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

ISSN 1224-2284
ISSN-L 1224-2284



Table of Contents

ARTICLES
Andrea DEMJEN, Florin GOGALTAN
Contumatz Pricske. A study of Historical Archaeology.........cccvvvveineinniniisrireinsinsinsinsinssnsinns 1
Alexandru SIMON
Imperator et dux: On the Churches and the Fortresses of Draculd............ceovvevrvrresirsrnsrssinnens 31
Radu BAJENARU

The early metal daggers in the Carpathian-Danubian area: contexts, significance,
AN FUNCEHIONALILY covrvevvrrsriassissserisssissississsssisssisssssssssssssssssssasssssssssssssssssssssssassssssssssssssssasssssans 61

Oliver DIETRICH

Hortfund - Einzelfund - Einstiickhort. Versuch einer Begriffsschirfung anhand

des Beispiels der ruménischen TULleNbeile.........vuvereeeiunereeenerineiineeieriseeieensseinerisereseanne 71

Tudor MANDACHE, Adrian ADAMESCU, Sorin Cristian AILINCAI

A forgotten cemetery at the edge of Lake Brates. Funerary finds unearthed in the

area of Vinatori-La Jolicd archaeologiCal Site......ourerrirrinrirrinsrirsissssssssssessissssssisssssssssssses 84

Casandra BRASOVEANU, Radu-Alexandru BRUNCHI
New discoveries concerning the end of the Bronze Age in Jijia catchment...........cooueveen. 104

Alexandru GAFINCU, Vasile DIACONU

Guarding what? A Middle Bronze Age fortification near Moldova River Valley............... 131
Vasile DIACONU
A Drajna type bronze axe (Nackenknauftixte) from Eastern ROMania.............eeeesvesserennnees 142

Ana DROB, Neculai BOLOHAN, Bogdan RATOI, Sebastian DROB

Same or different? Interdisciplinary analyses on the Costisa and Monteoru

pottery from Silistea-Pe Cetdtuie SEttIeMENt......vvuvereurecineieerireiiseirerreise s ssssans 158



Florica MATAU, Vasile DIACONU, Mitica PINTILEI, Ovidiu CHISCAN

Insights into the production technology of Late Bronze Age pottery identified at

TOPOlita (NEAME COUNLY).rvrrrvrrrerrrerrrerrresisssssssassssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssans

Sorin-Cristian AILINCAI, Florian MIHAIL, Carmen SUSMAN

A new Late Bronze Age sceptre-pestle discovered at Limanu, Constanta County (SE

ROIMNAIIA) vevrvveveviecrsisiasssisssisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssassssssssasssssssssssssssssssssssassssasssssssssssasaoss

Ioan BEJINARIU

An Eastern type bronze needle discovered at Simleu Silvaniei, Silaj

Aurel ZANOCI

Two bronze objects of Western origin in the Saharna microregion,

Rezina district, Republic of MOIdOVa........ocuneureeeeieiirerineineeieeinesinesisersseeissessesssesssseeens

Ovidiu TENTEA, Florian MATEI-POPESCU, Vlad CALINA

From Dacian Hillforts to Roman Forts: Making of the Roman Frontier on Mid-Olt

RIVET VALLEY covvrivveireririesnississinsississississississsssssssssssssssssssnsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssassassssssssssses



Studia Antiqua et Archaeologica 27/2 Supplement
DOI : 10.47743/saa-2021-27-3-11

A new Late Bronze Age sceptre-pestle discovered at Limanu,

Constanta County (SE Romania)

Sorin-Cristian AILINCAT", Florian MIHAIL?, Carmen SUSMAN®

Abstract. Late Bronze Age stone sceptres/pestles are a category of artefacts enjoying a certain distinction, found
across a vast area, from the western Black Sea to Central Asia. On this instance, we publish one such object discovered
in Limanu, Constanta County (south-eastern Romania), which can be attributed to type Il according to the typology
established by Nikolaus Boroffka and Eugen Sava. Such sceptres/pestles are mostly made of local rock and can be
assigned to the Noua-Sabatinovka-Coslogeni cultures. The low wear and tear of the pieces indicates usage. This may
imply that the objects stopped being used shortly after their allocation or that they were used for ceremonial purposes
for a short period.

Rezumat: Sceptrele/pisdloage din piatrd de la sfdrsitul epocii bronzului reprezintd o categorie de obiecte
considerate de prestigiu ce se regdsesc pe un spatiu larg, din vestul Mdrii Negre pdnd in Asia Centrald. Cu aceastd
ocazie publicdm un astfel de obiect descoperit la Limanu, judetul Constanta (sud-estul Romdniei). Acesta poate fi
atribuit tipului IT dupd tipologia stabilitd de Nikolaus Boroffka si Eugen Sava. Astfel de sceptre/pisdloage pot fi
puse pe seama culturilor Noua-Sabatinovka-Coslogeni, au fost de cele mai multe ori confectionate din roci locale.
Gradul de uzurd al pieselor este unul redus, ceea ce denotd o folosire nu foarte intensd. Aceastd observatie poate
presupune iesirea din circuitul functional la scurt timp dupd debutul folosirii sau o utilizare de tip ceremonial de
scurtd duratd.

Keywords: Dobruja, Limanu, Late Bronze Age, sceptre-pestle, Coslogeni culture.

Introduction

Foremost, we would like to convey our esteem, consideration and best wishes to our
friend and colleague Neculai Bolohan. As his work is mainly related to the study of Bronze
Age civilizations in the Carpathian-Balkan area, we consider it appropriate to mark this
anniversary by publishing a new stone sceptre-pestle from southern Dobruja specific to this
period.

! ,Gavrild Simion” Eco-Museum Research Institute, Tulcea, sailincai@gmail.com
% ,Gavrild Simion” Eco-Museum Research Institute, Tulcea, florianhamangia@yahoo.com
* Strdbunii Europei” Association, Cernavodd, asociatiastrabuniieuropei@gmail.com
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A new Late Bronze Age sceptre-pestle discovered at Limanu, Constanta County (SE Romania)

The piece we publish on this occasion was discovered by chance in 1983 by Micleus Nicolae,
east of Mangalia, on the northern shore of Limanu Lake, Constanta County, near a stone quarry

(Fig. 1). The territory of Mangalia is well known for the large number of archaeological remains
dating from the Neolithic to the medieval period*.

Limanu Quarry %

Limanu D

2Mai §

Fig. 1. Area where the sceptre was discovered.

Description of the object

The sceptre-pestle is in good state of conservation. It has the following dimensions: height
- 227 mm; diameter of the proximal end - 47 mm; diameter of the distal end - 68 mm; diameter
of the neck - 37 mm; weight - 1228,8 g. It was made of magmatic rock, most probably basalt (Fig.
2). The nearest source for basalt is in the north of Dobrogea, in line with the localities Niculitel
- Valea Teilor - Dealul Consul®.

The analysed object has a truncated cone-shaped body, the section is circular and the
diameter increases progressively from the neck towards the distal end, where it reaches its
maximum value (Fig. 2-3). The proximal end is well contoured, with an intensely flattened
surface (Fig. 4/1). Its edge is circular and slightly chipped on some segments. Immediately
below the body narrows sharply (the minimum diameter) (Fig. 4/2-3). Below this sector, the
body thickens slightly in the form of a shoulder. This feature is found in several sceptres
discovered in the eastern and northern Black Sea.

The middle area has been intensively and uniformly finished using the abrasion technique
(Fig. 4/4), while the distal end has a flattened surface, due to grinding occurred during usage.

4 SAUCIUC-SAVEANU 1924; PREDA 1965; VOLSCHI, IRIMIA 1968; BARLADEANU-ZAVATIN 1977; PREDA 1980; AVRAM
1991; IONESCU, PAPUC 2005; PASLARU, COLESNIUC 2004-2005; TALMATCHI 2006; BEM 2011, 41-42; BUZOIANU,
BARBULESCU 2011; ALEXANDRU, CONSTANTIN, IONESCU 2012; RADU 2013; RADU-IORGUS, RADU, IONESCU 2013,

MARGINEANU CARSTOIU 2015; RADU 2016; LUNGU 2017; ALEXANDRU et alii 2018; SIRBU, STEFAN, STEFAN 2021; etc.
5 HAITA 2011, 83.
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Its edge has an irregular circular appearance. There are visible negatives created by the
detachment of flakes during the shaping of the block of raw material, carried out by the
percussion technique. The contours of these negatives have been partially regularised by the
finishing carried out in the last stage of processing.

The distal end presents certain peculiarities compared to the rest of the surface. This
segment of the tool’s body functioned as an active part. As already mentioned, its surface is
worn (Fig. 3; 4/5-6), in contrast with the rest of the piece. On its length, fine and organized
grouped striations were observed. Such marks could have been the result of firm contact
between the active part of the piece and another object with a hard structure, such as pressing
friction movement, which gradually detached microscopic fragments from the surface of the
distal end, thus giving it a flattened and smooth appearance. Similar usage was also observed
in other pieces of relatively similar shape found in the northern Dobruja area®. The wear and
tear is moderate and corresponds to brief or episodic use.

Fig. 2. The sceptre-pestle discovered at Limanu.

¢ MIHAIL, AILINCAT 2013.
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A new Late Bronze Age sceptre-pestle discovered at Limanu, Constanta County (SE Romania)

Fig. 4. Microscopic details of the proximal (1) and distal (5-6) extremities, neck (2-3) and
midline (4).
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Such motions and marks correspond to grinding or milling activities, a hypothesis whose
validity is increased by the fact that surfaces of active parts with similar morphology have been
noted on the grinding tools identified in prehistoric sites’. As already mentioned in the case of
other objects of this type, the slightly convex shape of the surface and the rounded edges
indicate contact with a piece with a honeycombed surface (the bottom of a vessel or a grinder
with a strongly scooped active part)®. The increased attention paid to the manufacturing
process, far beyond that observed in the study of other tools with such role’, may indicate the
usage in contexts other than domestic.

About the area, context of discovery and chronology

Although this type of finds has been known for a long time over a vast area between Eastern
Europe and Central Asia’, the first attempts at typology and chronology for the north-western
Pontic area occurred as late as the 1980s ''. Nikolaus Boroffka and Eugen Sava published the
only work synthesizing the entire range of these artefacts in the late 1990s', also proposing a
flexible typological scheme, based on five types of sceptre/pestle, with several variants each
(Fig. 5).

variante  a b c d

tip

h

Fig. 5. Types of stone sceptres/pestles (according to BOROFFKA, SAVA 1998).

7 MIHAIL, AILINCAI 2013, 64; MIHAIL, MICU 2018, 12-14

§ MIHAIL, AILINCAI 2013, 64.

° MICU, MAILLE, MIHAIL 2005, 232; MICU, HAITA, MIHAIL 2005-2006, 15-16.
10 BOROFFKA, SAVA 1998.

11 CERNJAKOV 1985; SAVA 1987.

12 BOROFFKA, SAVA 1998,
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According to this typology (Fig. 5), the Limanu stone sceptre/pestle, with its slender
silhouette and the existence of a slightly thickened area in the upper zone, can be attributed to
type II according to Boroffka and Sava. This type has a truncated cone shape, a pronounced
shoulder and a mushroom-shaped upper part. Our piece can be classified as type ILb, the
shoulder being a slightly protruding "coil" with a semi-circular profile®.

The two researchers have included in this type a fairly consistent series of pieces from the
north and north-west of the Black Sea, such as those from Chiperceni, Mihaijlovka, Nikonij,
Pivdennoe and Vlidiceasca (variant Ila), Fitionesti', Gdiceanca, Kodyma'®, Micin",
Mihajlovka'®, Novo-Kizganovo', Veremievka®, Voinesti*! and those in museums in Kiev and
Krasnodar® (variant IIb). To these we can add the more recent finds from Migura, Baciu
County®, Barlad®, Danesti, Vaslui County®, Babino®® and possibly Rasova-Malul Rosu or Satu
Nou-Valea lui Voicu, Constanta County?. Other sceptres that somewhat respect the morphology
of type II, of relatively small size and less slender shape, have been found in the Noua culture
settlements of Suletea-Sipot®® and Giurcani®. They are similar in appearance to another
specimen with protuberances on the body (type I) from another Noua settlement identified at
Rai-Gura Hulubdt™.

The area where finds of this type have been reported has also extended southwards,
especially following the publication of several pieces found on Bulgarian territory®', of which
the specimen from Popovo is very similar to the one from Limanu, while the one from Kubadin
is missing the upper part. The Meden Rudnik sceptres, although they have the prominent
shoulder characteristic of Type II, have the lower part shaped in a manner typical of many
sceptres attributed to Type III, with the maximum diameter above the active part. A few years

3 BOROFFKA, SAVA 1998, 19-20, fig. 6/1-7, 7/1-8.

4 MITREA 1969, 314; OANCEA 1976, 220; MORINTZ 1978; SAVA 1987.

15 BASOC 1981, 24; SERBANESCU 1993, 158; BOROFFKA, SAVA 1998, 81, Abb. 7/7.

16 SAVA 1987, fig. 2/13.

7 SAVA 1987, fig. 2/13.

8 SAVA 1987, fig. 2/10

1 SAVA 1987, fig. 2/19-20.

2 SAVA 1987, fig. 2/11.

' MITREA 1969, 311, fig. 1; SAVA 1987, fig. 1/10; BOROFFKA, SAVA 1998, 20, fig. 7/2, 41/3.

22 BOROFFKA, SAVA 1998, 20, fig. 6-7.

2 DIACONU, ISTINA 2011, 53-62.

2 ROTARU 2009, 160, fig. 3/3.

» This information was kindly provided by Ciprian Lazanu, whom we thank on this occasion as well.
26 ZIDAROV, AGULNIKOV 2016.

77 IRIMIA 2008, 81, 84, fig. 1/2-3; 6/2-3.

 ROTARU 2009, 160, fig. 1/1.

» ROTARU 1998, 126-127.

%9 ROTARU 2009, 159, fig. 2/3.

31 LICHARDUS, ILIEV, CHRISTOV 1999; HRISTOV, ILIEV 2000; DILOV 2011; ALEKSANDROV, TANEVA 2012,
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ago, based on these observations, we proposed to complete the Boroffka&Sava typology with
type IL.c* (Fig. 5). In addition to the above-mentioned findings, there is also a piece made in a
similar manner from the Noua culture settlement at Murgeni-Oita®.

Fig. 6. Distribution map of type II sceptre-pestle: 1. Kubadin; 2. Meden rudnik; 3. Babino; 4.

Barlad; 5. Chiperceni; 6. Ddnesti; 7. Fitionesti; 8. Gdiceana; 9. Giurcani; 10. Kodyma; 11. Micin;

12. Mdgura; 13. Mihaijlovka; 14. Nikonij; 15. Pivdennoe; 16. Rasova; 17. Satu Nou; 18. Shuletea;

19. Veremievka; 20. Vlddiceasca; 21. Voinesti; 22. Popovo; 23. Murgeni; 24. Limanu
(according to ZIDAROV, AGULNIKOV 2016).

The type II sceptre-pestles have been found in the north-west and west of the Black Sea™,
with a noticeably concentration in the western part of this area, probably indicating the area
of origin of these artefacts (Fig. 6). Although most specimens were found by chance, there are
instances where we have data about the context of discovery. This is the case of the specimen
from Fitionesti, which comes from a Monteoru culture settlement, phase IIb*. The sceptres
from Voinesti*® can also be attributed to a Monteoru (or Noua culture) settlement. The pieces

32 MIHAIL, AILINCAI 2013, 66.

** ROTARU 2009, 160, fig. 2/1.

3 BOROFFKA, SAVA 1998, 57, Abb. 34,

3 MITREA 1969, 314, fig. 3/2; OANCEA 1976, 220.
% MITREA 1969; MITREA 1989.
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discovered in Moldavia at Suletea-Sipot*” and Giurcani*® are linked to the Noua culture, too.
Later dating also indicate the finds from Novo-Kizganovo in a settlement of Andronovo
culture® and possibly those from the Dobrujan sites of Rasova-Malul Rosu or Satu Nou-Valea lui
Voicu which can be linked to a Coslogeni® settlement or one of Babadag culture (10"-9"" century
BC)*', Although the contexts are relatively few, most scholars consider that the north-west
Black Sea sceptre-pestles can be attributed to the Noua-Sabatinovka-Coslogeni horizon and to
neighbouring and contemporary cultures*,

Final considerations

The Limanu sceptre was discovered in the area of Coslogeni culture. In fact, ceramic
fragments of Noua-Coslogeni type* have been reported since the 1950s south of the locality.
As it can be observed from Fig. 6, there is a rather high density of these objects in Moldova, but
also in a perimeter between the Lower Danube and the Strandzha Mountains.

In this article, we have highlighted the main information on the typology, chronology, area
of distribution and cultural attribution of type II (after Boroffka & Sava) sceptre-pestles.
Referring to all the pieces in this category, we must mention that they were often considered
prestigious objects, used by a distinct social group or linked to certain metallurgical practices*.

In a recent study, Petar Zidarov and Sergei Agulnikov have mapped Type I-III sceptres in a
context, marking also the copper deposits of the north-western and western Black Sea®. The
map (Fig. 6) shows that most of the sceptre-pestles were not found in the copper ore mining
areas*®. However, this observation does not exclude their use in the metallurgical process.

In fact, at least our observations on the sceptre-pestles from Parches, Micin* and Limanu,
highlighted the existence of traces on the distal (active) side that could result from the firm
contact between the active part of the artefact and another object of hard structure. The
rounded edges indicate contact with an item with honeycombed surface (such as a grinder with
a strongly scooped active part or a grinder)*.

% ROTARU 2009, 160, fig. 1/1.

*¥ ROTARU 1998, 126-127.

* BOROFFKA, SAVA 1999, 87.

0 JRIMIA 2008, 86; IRIMIA 2010.

! Although invoked on the occasion of the publication of research from the two sites, the settlement attributed to the
Coslogeni culture is in our opinion insufficiently supported by the published material.
2 See BOROFFKA, SAVA 1998; ZIDAROV, AGULNIKOV 2016.

“ FLORESCU 1991, 150, Fig. 91/2-3.

“ SAVA 1987; BOROFFKA, SAVA 1998; IRIMIA 2008.

> ZIDAROV, AGULNIKOV 2016; BOROFFKA 2009.

¢ ZIDAROV, AGULNIKOV 2016, Fig. 4.

7 MIHAIL, AILINCAI 2013.

“8 SAVA 1987, Fig. 2/21-24; ALEXANDROV, TANEVA 2012, Fig. 2/2.
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At the same time, the low wear and tear indicates little usage. This may imply that the piece
stopped being used shortly after its allocation or that it was used for ceremonial purposes for
a short period. The low wear and tear, as well as the attention paid to workmanship and
appearance are arguments in favour of the latter case. Usually, throughout prehistoric times,
pieces intended for friction purposes, whether for processing grain* or ore®, took various
forms (circular, rectangular, prismatic, etc.). The technological process was not complex,
sometimes preferring the use of stone blocks in their natural form, using the entire surface,
often with several active areas along the surface’. Considering all these elements, we believe
that the attention paid to the elaboration of these pieces, with a clear specification of both the
active and the handling part, may indicate a special purpose, different from the domestic use.
However, our observations need to be verified on a larger batch of such artefacts.

Acknowledgements

Special acknowledgement is due to dr. Alexandra Dolea, for translating this paper to English.

* See, for example MICU, MAILLE, MIHAIL 2005, 231-232; MICU, HAITA, MIHAIL 2005-2006, 15-16.
*® AMBERT 1996, 24; BARGE 1997, 105.
! MICU, MAILLE, MIHAIL 2005, 232.
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