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Imperator et dux:
On the Churches and the Fortresses of Dracula

Alexandru SIMON?

Abstract: Two weeks, before the predictable, yet unexpected death of King Matthias Corvinus (April 6, 1490), the great
crusader congress of Christendom began in Rome (March 25, 1490), after a year’s delay. From the speeches delivered at
the congress, at whose abrupt end (triggered by the war for the Hunyadi successions), the Dacians were seated after the
Hungarians and the Poles among the Eastern forces of the crusader project, time - rightfully - recorded the oration of
Filippo Buonaccorsi Callimachus, the envoy of Casimir IV Jagiello, the king of Poland. “Enchanted adversary” and
“jealous admirer” of the late king of Hungary, Croatia and Bohemia, but also of Dacia (according to Pope Pius I in March
1462, at least), Callimachus twice mentioned the long deceased Vlad Il (VladislavDracula for the Italian humanist, as
well as for many of his contemporaries), Vlad had been the ally, the prisoner and twice the relative - certainly by marriage
- of the son the athleta of the Cross, John Hunyadi. For Callimachus, Vlad had been the imperator et dux of the Wallachians,
a title that recalled - in Dantesque and millennalist fashion - the titles of the ancient Roman emperors, therefore - openly
in fact - challenging Matthias’ claimed Roman origins (and supremacy) and also his rightful rule over - paternal
moreover - Wallachia.

The lives of Matthias and Vlad seemed intertwined after their deaths. A few churches and a couple of fortresses
indicate why the two lords, the two relatives after all, could not be separated after none of them ruled. This should not
come as a complete surprise given only the fact the “modern <Romanian> image” of Vlad was shaped - rather unjustified
- by a monastery (Snagov) and by a fortress (Poenari). Arms, walls and crosses were the foundations of true - Christian
(medieval) - imperial power, divinely military.

Rezumat: Cu doud sdptdmani inaintea mortii previzibile, dar venite pe neasteptate, a regelui Matia Corvin (6 aprilie 1490),
la Roma au inceput - dupd o amdnare de un an - lucrdrile marelui congres cruciat al Crestindtdtii (25 martie). Dintre
discursurile tinute la acel congres, la al cdrui sfarsit - abrupt (datoritd rdzboiul izbucnit pentru mostenirea huniadd) -
dacii s-au ,,incolonat” dupd unguri si polonezi intre fortele din Rdsdrit ale proiectului cruciat, timpul a retinut - pe bund
dreptate - oratiunea lui Filippo Buonaccorsi Callimachus, trimisul regelui Poloniei, Cazimir al IV-lea Jagiello. Dusman
Lvrdjit” si - deopotrivd - admirator ,,gelos” al defunctului regele al Ungariei, Croatiei si Boemiei, dar si al Daciei (dupd papa
Pius al I-lea, cel putin, in martie 1462), Callimachus l-a pomenit de doud ori pe de demult dispdrutul Vlad al Ill-lea Tepes
(Vladislav Dracula pentru umanistul italian si pentru multi dintre contemporanii sdi). Vlad al Il-lea fusese aliatul,
prizonierul si de doud ori ruda - sigur prin aliantd - a fiului atletului Crucii, lancu de Hunedoara. Dupd Callimachus, Vlad
le fusese imperator et dux romanilor (valahilor). Titlul (re)amintea - in manierd dantescd si milenaristd - vechile intitulatii
ale impdratilor romani. Era astfel un atac - deschis in fapt - la adresa originilor romane si a suprematiei - paterne -
romane sivalahe, clamate de cdtre Matia.

1 Romanian Academy, Centre for Transylvanian Studies, M. Kogilniceanu, 12-14, Cluj-Napoca. E-mail:

alexandrusimon2003@gmail.com
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Vorbele lui Callimachus de la Roma au ingemdnat - la rdndul lor - vietile lui Matia si Vlad. Cdteva biserici si cdteva
cetdti par s ne arate de ce cei doi stdpdnitori, cele doud rude ,,in definitiv”, erau de fapt de nedespdrtit si dupd moarte.
Situatia nu este neapdrat surprinzitoare. ,,Imaginea (romaneascd) modernd” a lui Vlad a fost definitd - pe nedrept mai
degrabd - de o mdndstire (Snagov) si de o cetate (Poenari). Armele, zidurile si crucile erau fundamentele - crestine
(medievale) - ale puterii imperiale, divine, militare.

Keywords: Filippo Buonaccorsi Callimachus, Vlad III the Impaller (Dracula), Matthias Corvinus, Mehmed I,
Beatrice of Aragon, Stephen III of Moldavia, imperator et dux, churches, fortresses, Rome, Wallachia.

Two weeks, before the predictable, yet unexpected death of King Matthias Corvinus (April 6,
1490), the great crusader congress of Christendom began in Rome (March 25, 1490), after a year’s
delays. From the speeches delivered at the congress, at whose abrupt end (triggered by the war for
the Hunyadi successions)s, the Dacians were seated after the Hungarians and the Poles among the
Eastern forces of the crusader projects, time - rightfullys - recorded the oration of Filippo
Buonaccorsi Callimachus, the envoy of Casimir IV Jagiello, king of Poland-. “Enchanted adversary”
and “jealous admirer”s of the late king of Hungary, Croatia and Bohemia, but also of Dacia
(according to Pope Pius II in March 1462, at least s, Callimachus twice mentioned the long deceased
Vlad 11 of Wallachia (Dracula for the Italian humanist, as well as for many of his contemporaries)1o.
The (in)famous Vladu had been the ally, the prisoner and twice the relative —certainly by
marriageiz— of the son the athleta of the Cross, John Hunyadi, a ‘good Turk’(alike his son) for the
enemies of Matthias, because John had allowed Mehmed II to take Constantinople:s.

2 Since 1486, Matthias was basically unable to walk (KUBINYI 2008, 149-150).

3 SETTTON 1978, 412-416.

4 SIMON 2005, 103-106.

5. Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Munich, Abendlandische Handschriften, Codices Latini Monacense, [no.] 461, ff. 188™-193Y;
POP, SIMON 2018, 49.

6 See also TAFTEOWSKI 2013, 148-155.

7 CACCAMO 1972.

s PAPARELLI 1971, 33-34, 160-161; SEGEL 1989, 59-60.

9 POP 2020a.

10 CD, I-2.

11 Considering also the humanist framework of Callimachus’ mention of Vlad, we recall the debate on the identity of the
cruel “Eastern master” of Michael Marullus Tarchaniota in the 1470s: Vlad 1T of Wallachia or Stephen IIT of Moldavia?
KIDWELL 1989, 32-33, 36-37; HASKELL 1998, 115, 117 (note 29); McGANN 2013, 230 (note 114).

12 SIMON 2011.

13 In February 1471, Gregory Heimburg, the former chancellor of the Heretic King of Bohemia, George Podiebrad, had branded
- not without grounds - both Matthias and John, as traitors of the Cross: [...] der Ungarische kunig ist gut Turck als sein vater was,
do er den Turck liesse Constantinople zwingen [...] (PRIEBATSCH 1894, no. 137, p. 216).
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Alexandru Simon

The Roman Oration of Callimachus

Remembering the combats between the Christians (and their - Muslim - “associates”) and
the Turks in his well-prepaired ‘speech’ (the oratio was intented to mark - also - his triumphant
return to political glory in Romes), Callimachus wondered in front of his selected audience:s:

[...] Quod si quoties in Europa victi, fusi, caesi a magno etiam illo Epirota Scandrabeo nec a
minori aut viro aut imperatore Dracula Valachois, praeterea omnes Venetorum mari ac terra
partas de Turcis victorias prosequi velim, quis est subinde crediturus tam multis magnisque
stragibus unum aliquem saperuisse gerendis bellis in Asia, ubi inire non est, quam multos multos
paulo ante Ussoncassanus in Mesopotamid...[...] 17.

After reviewing the fall of Bulgaria, Serbia and Bosnia (the collapse of the latter two was
viewedas the result of the “traitorous policies” of the Hunyadis too):s, Callimachus emphasized
that:

[...] Huc adde toties ductas totiesque inefficaces contra Valachos expeditiones, quae gens hodie in
duas partes divisa, quarum neutra cum maxime floruit, haud amplius quam sexdecim armatorum
milia in bella mittebatzo. Et tamen qui ex illis Besserabi nuncupantur, longissimo tempore tam exiguis
copiis omnem Turcorum vim non modo substinuere, sed saepissime etiam, provocavere, priusquam
intestina seditione perciti et mutuo in semet saevientes maximum illum imperatorem et ducem suum

Vladislaum Draculam amiserez1. Quo orbati mirum omnino non statim succubuisse [...] 2.

14 In 1468, Callimachus was deemed the master-mind behind the Roman (humanist) plot against Pope Paul II. Forced into
exile, the ambitious lettered condotierre settled - via Constantinople and Moldavia (1469-1470) - in Jagiellonian Poland (von
ZEISSBERG 1877, 46-47). Even though, as Casimir IV’s envoy, he was able return to Rome under Sixtus IV (PAPACOSTEA 1972;
BACZKOWSKI 1994), Callimachus’ Roman credibility was never fully restored.

15 IORGA 1916, no. 187, pp. 176-178.

16 An English translation of the ambivalent words would read: [...] ‘If each time they were defeated, routed and slain by
that great Epirota Skanderbeg or by the younger man <or> Emperor Dracula the Wallachian’ [...]. We recall that
Callimachus was closely associated to Pomponio Leto’s “circle”/ Accademia (MIGLIO 2011).

17CALLIMACHUS 1964, 33. The text was omitted by Annas (2017, Appendix, no. II, pp. 96-97) from her selection. Only the
second excerpt cited below was included and analysed in the quoted study.

18 See also MANEA-GRGIN 2017.

19 The lines cited below were translated into Romanian and French by PAPACOSTEA (19754, 16; 1975b, 424-425).

20We draw attention to the following part: [...] ‘against the Wallachians, whose tribeis now divided into two parts, neither
of which truly flourished, being able to send - by no means - more than 16,000 armed men to war’ [...] (tribe is the legal
Roman equivalent for gens; the English term employed - “via” the Medieval Kingdom of Hungary - for the medieval uses of
gens is kindred).The French translation of Professor PAPACOSTEA (1975b, 424) read: [...] ‘contre les Valaques, peuple divisé
actuellement en deux parties, dont aucune méme, a son stade d’épanouissement maximal, n’envoya la guerre plus de
16 000 soldats...].

21 Another notworthy passage[...] ‘And, nonetheless, those of them called the Bassarabs not only withstood the entire
might of the Turks for a long time with such meagre troops, butalso very often challenged [the Turks], before internal
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“At the catafalque of Matthias” 2, derisively called valachorum regulusz: and accused of
wanting to become the Emperor of the Romanszs, but also the contested monarch who had
claimed - especially in the 1480s2s — that he had recovered paternal Wallachiaz, Callimachus
twice used emperor for Vlad from the Wallachian Basarabszs. A decade earlier (1480-1481), Vlad’s
death (in winter 1476-1477) had been recorded as the death of the ‘King of Dacia from the House of
Basarab’z. For Callimachus, Vlad had been the imperator et dux<Valachorum=>, a title that recalled
- in Dantesques: and millennalist fashions: - the titles of the ancient Roman emperors (dux et
imperator<Romanorum=3, rex, imperatoretduxRomanorumss). Callimachus openly in fact challenged
Matthias’ claimed - through his Wallachian ancestors - Roman origins (and supremacy)ss and
also the late king’s rightful rule over - paternal moreover - Wallachiass.

divisions climaxed and, in the wreaking havoc, they allowed their great emperorand duke, Wladislaw Dracula, to fall.
Surprisingly, although deprived [of him], they did not immediately and entirely succumb’ [to the Turks] [...]. The French
translation of Professor PAPACOSTEA (1975b, 425) read: [..] ‘Et pourtant ceux d'entre eux désignés sous le nom de
Besserabi ont non seulement résisté fort longtemps, en dépit de leurs forces tellement réduites, au pouvoir des Turcs, mais
trés souvent ils les ont méme attaqués, avant de perdre, par suite d’apres luttes intestines, leur grand commandant et
prince Vladislav Dracula; et c'est par miracle qu'ils ont échappé 2 la totale destruction une fois privés de lui’ [...].

22 CALLIMACHUS 1964, 50. Unfortunately Professor PAPACOSTEA (19754, 16; 1975b, 424-425) omitted the first quoted passage
on Vlad from his analysis. The Romanian consequences of this “lacuna” became evident chiefly after 1989.

23 News of Matthias’ death in Vienna reached Milan, and Rome, within ten days, on April 15, 1490 (MDE, 1V, no. 123, pp. 172-
174). 1t left no apparent mark on Callimachus’ carefully carved speech, delivered and distributed after Matthias’ death
became known. Callimachus’ approach was consistent with that of Venice. The republic had “paired” rival Hungary and
Poland, since before the death of the Hunyadi monarch (POP, SIMON 2018, Appendix, 233-234).

24 SIMON 2010.

25 NEHRING 1974.

26 POP, SIMON 2021a.

27E.8. the notes in de COMMYNES 1924-1925, 1, 339; 11, 335-338; 111, 169.

25 See also SACERDOTEANU 1968.

20 PERTUSI 1981, Appendix: Opusculum reverendi Domini Martini de Segonis natione Catharensis origine autem Serviani ex Novomontio
aliter Novobardo dicto Dei gratia episcapi Olchinensis ad Beatissimum Sixtum IV Romanum Pontificem. Tractatus de provisione Hydronti et
de ordine militum Turci et eius origine, 78-146, at 135-136. POP, SIMON 2019, 60-64.

30 The structure of the title was very similar to that of Lord and<Grand->Voivode<of Wallachia/ Moldavia>. Dux had - at least in
part - a Slavic equivalent in voivode (see also GRECU 1966).

31 DAVIS 2000, 254-255.

32 RENUCCI 1965.

33 For the possible (republican) roots of the (late imperial title) title: Marcus Tullius Cicero, Philippicae, X1. In M. Antonium Oratio
Philippica, 20. [...] Milites veterani, qui illius auctoritatem, imperium, nomensecuti pro re publica arma ceperant, volebant sibi ab illo
imperari; legio Martia et legio quarta ita se contulerant ad auctoritatem senatus et rei publicae dignitatem, ut deposcerent imperatorem et
ducem C. Caesarem. Imperium C. Caesari belli necessitas, fasces senatus dedit. [...]). In the early 1300, the title was associated with
the coming of a new Augustus, at least by Dante’s son (ALIGHIERI, 1845, 39-48)

34 See also MORIZOT 1989, 274 (note 39).

3s DUCKER 2011.

36 SIMON 2017.
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Alexandru Simon

The lives of Matthias of the Roman gens Corvina and of' Emperor’ Vlad seemed intertwined
after their deathss. A few churches and a couple of fortresses indicate why the two lords, the two
relatives after all, could not be separated after none of them ruledss. This should not come as a
complete surprise given only the fact the “modern <Romanian> image” of Vlad was shaped -
rather unjustified - by a monastery (Snagov)» and by a fortress (Poenari)«. Arms, walls and
crosses were the foundations of true - Christian (medieval) - imperial power, divinely militarya1.

Pious Dracula at the Death of Ladislas Hunyadi and at the Election of Matthias Corvinus

On March 5, 1458, some six weeks after Matthias’ election as king of Hungary (January 24) and
three weeks after the son of John Hunyadi had entered Buda (February 14)s, but also two days
after the new king had asked the citizens of Saxon Sibiu in Transylvania to make peace with the
‘illustrious prince’ Vlad (March 3) 43, Dracula came to Tismanaas. He extended his grace over the
foundation of Saint Nicodimus (f 1406)ss, former refugee in the Land of Hateg (the “Hunyadi
cradle”ss) at turn of the centurys and the trustee of both Mircea I of Wallachia and Sigismund of
Luxemburgss. In the hagiographies of Nicodimus, Sigismund was later confused with Matthiasas.

Not even a year earlier, in April 1457, a month after the beheading of Ladislas Hunyadi and the
imprisonment of his younger brother Matthias (March 14-15/16)s0, the last living son of
JohnHunyadis1, the same Vlad 111, the son of Vlad II Draculs;, Emperor Sigismund’s former knightss,
had issued a privilege for Cozia Monasteryss (this is first domestic charter issued by Vlad III’s

37 See also - for instance - the “statistical data” in URSPRUNG 2018, especially 47-48. The printed stories on Vlad (and thus -
directly and indirectly - on Matthias) flourished between 1488 and 1494.

38 The south-Carpathian cases outlined below may have had “pairs” north of the mountains, for instance, because of the
Amlas estate and the first Hunyadi wife of Vlad (e.g. the documents from 1464, two years after Matthias had Vlad “arrested”,
published in UKB, VI, no. 3389, p. 192; no. 3400, p. 200).

39 The monastery was connected in particular with the rule of Wladislaw II, beheaded by Vlad 1l (NASTASE 1999).

aolstoria 1960, 4; STOICESCU 1976, 49-50, 209-210.

a1 See in this respect also DP. Needless, perhaps, to say that we do not share the “vantage points” of the volume.

42 ENGEL 2001, 298-299.

43 UKB, VI, no. 3108, p. 7.

44 DRH, B, I, no. 117, p. 202. Reprinted in CD, I-1, no. 9, pp. 50-51.

s RADOJICIC 1966.

16 POP 2021, 89-108.

17 Between 1398/1399 and 1405/1406 (see also CRETEANU 1976).

48 POP, SIMON 2006.

49 CIOCILTAN 2004, 159-160.

s0 See also GRABMAYER 2003.

s1 SZEKELY 1988.

52 MINEA 1928.

53 See also CHIHAIA 1993.

s4 DRH, B, I, no. 115, pp. 199-200; CD, I-1, no. 7, pp. 41-43. That same year (only the year is known), Vlad donated a bell for the
Govora Monastery (later burnt by Albul the Great). The patron saint was - tellingly - Saint Nicholas. Later traditions claimed
that the church was erected where a Catholicchurch had once stood (NEACSA 2015, 274, note 29).
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and preservedss; the second domestic preserved charter was the one for Tismanass). Since 1418,
Cozia, the foundation of Radu I (‘Pancras the Wise’ for Sigismund’s trustees)ss), the son of
Alexander Basarab and of Clara de Ungariass, was the final resting place of Mircea Is. In the
entourage of Matthias’ illegitimate son and heir, John Corvinus (t 1504), duke of Croatia and
citizen of Veniceso, Mircea was later deemed (around 1502) even the father of John Hunyadie:.

Matthias, John Hunyadi and Sigismund of Luxemburg at Cozia, Tismana and Vodita

The monasteries drew the lines of a - family - fresco of bloode.. Ladislas Hunyadi had been the
sworn enemy of Vlad Illes. Vlad had betrayed John Hunyadi on the eve of the battle of Belgrade
(July 1456)es. John had executed Vlad 11 (November 1447) and taken his place on the Transalpine
throneess. The name-giving Dracul(<i>a)/ Dragul(<i>a)ss, Vlad had been a member of Order of the
Dragon, established by Sigismund in 1408¢. Since Matthias’s days, John had been “labeled”
Sigismund’s bastardes. Vlad II had been the illegitimate son of Mircea Is. The - only? - wife of
Mircea, Radu I's son, had been a lady from Hungary, feared even by Mircea’s suzerain in Budaro.

Afterewards (in 1462 and in 1473/1474), Vlad Il wed two close relatives of Matthias.nDracula’s
first wife was even deemed John Hunyadi’s - illegitimate - daughters. The lady was certainly

ss See also CD, I-1, no. 7, p. 39 (comments). Through this deed, Vlad confirmed to the Cozia Monastery the possession of the
Troienesti/ Troenesti/ Troianesti, located on both banks of the Olt river (cf. ILIESCU 1994, 128, and notes 50, 56). The name
of the village is rather eloquent (see also TALOS 2021, 231-233).

s6 CD, I-1, no. 9, p. 49 (comments). The entire princely council was present, in Tismana, when all the estates held by the
monastery in the days of Vlad Il were confirmed by Vlad I11, his son.

s7 WINDECKE 1893, 316-317 (1431).

ss IONITA, KELEMEN, SIMON 2017, 507, 674, 734. This fact was accepted by the “Parisian school” (HASAN 2019, 35-41).

59 IONITA 1998.

60NAGY 1853.

61 POP, SIMON 2015b, 77-78. This “line of succession” was likewise accepted by the said “school” (CIMPEANU, 180).

¢2 This was the unfortunately unfinished idea of XENOPOL (1907).

63 DRH, D, 1, no. 341, pp. 461-462 (December 1456).

64 SIMON 2009, 43-45.

65 PALL 1963.

o6 See also RADUTIU 1966.

o7 LOVEI 2006. The establishment of the Order of the Dragon (1408) and the donation of Hunyad by Sigismund to Voicu,
knight of the royal court and already the father of John (1409) are both worth a closer comparative inspection.

68 LUPESCU 2008, 35-36. Antonio Bonfini felt compelled to - apparently first - recorded the rumour and to refute it. Yet, John
Hunyadi’s Sigismundian “illegitimacy could have come to John Corvinus’ advantage. However, Bonfini completed this part of
his Decades after 1490, after the bastard John had failed to become the king of Hungary.

oREZACHEVICI 2001, 92-93.

70Zala, 11, no. 117, p. 299 (1400). In 1399, Mircea received (a) Hunyad from Sigismund, lost by 1412. Immediately, after
Hunyadwas granted and confirmed to Voicu (1409), Mircea attacked Transylvania (DRH, D, I, no. 113, p. 183).

71 See also SIMON 2020d, 148.

72 CAZACU 2017, Appendix, Geschichte Dracole Waide (1463), 310-316, at 316.
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powerful enough to frighten the Saxons from Sibiu even after Vlad’s downfalls. Vlad’s second
Hunyadi bride was Justine Szildgyi, Matthias’ first degree cousin on his mother’s sidez.

And, Matthias, in his turn, showed grace to the Greek rite monks in Wallachiass, following in
the footsteps of Sigismund (during the anti-Ottoman combats of 1419 and 1428)7 and John (in
1444, before he left on the crusade of Varna)7. However, as far as we know, it was neither
Tismana, nor Vodita, the foundations of Nicodimus, that benefitted from Matthias, but Cozia, the
necropolis of Mircears. At that time (June 29, 1473), on one hand, Mehmed 11, accompanied by Vlad
III's unwanted successor and brother, Radu III the Handsomers, but also by the soldiers of Stephen
Ilthe Great of Moldavias,, fought in Asia Minor against the Turkmen khan, Usun Hassan,
Christendom’s great hopes:; on the other, Matthias, whose - only - son John had just been born
(on April 2, 1473, in Buda)sz, battled for his royal survival in Bohemia,ssbut also at the Adriatic
borders of the Balkanss:. Less than half a year later, Ragusa informed Venice that Stephen,
through his campaign in Wallachia, was paving the way for Vlad’s return to powerss.

Vlad on Mount Athos and at the Lower Danube and Skanderbeg in Italy
The connection between grand politics and pious deeds seems defining for Vlad’s historyss. It
marks the consolidation (1457-1478) of his second rule (1456-1462)s7 and the start of his return

73 UKB, VI, no. 3389, p. 192; no. 3400, p. 200. The weeding was celebrated prior to March 4, 1462 (BIANU1883, p. 34).

74aFEDELES 2010.

75 The year 1458 also stands for Matthias’ reconstruction of the Saint Nicholas - apparently Vlad’s favourite patron saint -
church in Hunedoara. The church had been destroyed by the “zealots” of John Capestran (PINTER, TIPLIC 1999).

76 DRH, D, I, no. 125, pp. 204-205; nos. 128-129, pp. 210-212; no. 169, pp. 266-268. For the context PALOSFALVI 2018, 173, 194.
Prior to Mircea’s death (1418), only Stefan Lazarevi¢, Drachendespot (he was a “founding member” of the Order of the Dragon)
issued a privilege for the foundations of Nicodimus, the relative of the Serbian despot.

77 DRH, D, 1, no. 276, pp. 384-387. For the events of 1444 and the crown of Bulgaria promised to John Hunyadi in exchange
for breaking the “Peace of Szeged-Oradea” and resuming the war against Murad II, see ENGEL 1994.

78 DRH, B, I, no. 144, pp. 240-241. Unlike the deeds of Sigismund and John for Tismana, Matthias’ charter for Cozia was never -
wrongfully - deemed an 18" century forgery from the time of the Austrian administration of Oltenia/ Lesser or Western
Wallachia (PANAITESCU 2001, 421-423).

79 CRISTEA, PIENARU 2012.

80 SIMON 2016.

s1 DABROWSKA 2017.

s2 SCHONHERR 1894, 18-19. We note that the royal deed for Cozia was issued by the Buda chancery, while Matthias was - since
before John’s birth - in the north, in Brno at that time (HORVATH 2011, 98).

s3 BARANY 2012, 76-77.

81 SPOLJARIC 2019, 476-481.

85 SIMON 2021a, 197-206. At the end of January 1474, Vlad had probably already Justine. The talks for the marriage between
Matthias and Beatrice, the daughter of Ferdinand of Aragon, king of Naples, were first recorded on March 19, 1474. Considering
the distances involved, these matrimonial negotiations had begun - the latest - in mid-February.

86 Cf. SIMON 2007a, 522-527. The distruction of princely and private archives prevents us however from expanding the
“statistical observations”. In general, the Church better - and rightfully - defended her documented interests.
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(1473-1474) to Wallachia (1476)ss. In fact, half of the “domestic charters” preserved from Vlad
were pious deedsss. Their timing wasapparently very precise. The link beween Church and rule
through God’s grace can be identified also on the eve of Vlad’s anti-Ottoman rise in early 1462s.

The other known pious deeds of Vlad were: for his the church of Saint Nicholas in Targsor
(June 24, 1461)91, his “urban” foundation in the town where he had beheaded Wladislaw IIs2, for
the Athonite monastery, deemed Albanianss, Philotheou (before August 31, 1461)s, andfor the
Comana Monastery (September 27, 1461)ss, who then may have served as Vlad’s burial placess. All
donations were made in the second half of 146147, at a time of apparent calm in the Balkans.

John Hunyadi’s successor as the Papacy’sathleta, the Albanian Skanderbeg, was about to leave
on a profitable Italian condotta (September1461-February 1462) . Protected by the truce
concluded with Skanderbegss, but also on that (re) agreed with Matthiasieo, Mehmed 1T conquered
Trebizond (August 15, 1461)101, the capital of the “last Byzantine Empire” 12 When Skanderbeg

87 The case of Dan, the contender supported by Frederick III too against Vlad, the ally and vassal of Matthias, should also be
reviewed. Dan emerged in early 1459, when Frederick, in possession of the Holy Crown of Hungary, began to challenge
Matthias’ reign (see also HALLER 1973, 123-125).

88 For an overview: ANDREESCU 1977.

80 DRH, B, I, XXXV. The number of “domestic charters” preserved from Vlad is: 0 for his first rule (of probably less than three
months in autumn 1448), 8 for his second rule (summer 1456-autumn 1462) and again 0 for his third rule (of some two
months at the end of 1476). Vlad’s vast Transylvanian correspondence (chiefly with the Saxons) has to be dealt with
separately. Even under Hungarian authority, Wallachia and Transylvania represented distinct entities.

90 See also LUNGU 1983.

91 GIURESCU 1924.

92 STOIDE 1986.

93 Alike the smaller monastery Karakallou, according to the Russian monk Isaiah in 1492 (de KHITROWO 1889, 289-294) and to
an Ottoman defter from around 1520 (LOWRY 1981, 126).

s DRH, B, I, no. 119, p. 205. Document omitted from CD, I-1. The donation was also attributed to Vlad III's half-brother,
Vlad IV the Monk (see also BODOGAE 1941, 244-245). Vlad IV was the last - Wallachian - heir on Mount Athos of Mara
Brankovi¢, the widow of Murad II (BOJOVIC, NASTUREL 2003, 160-161).

s DRH, B, I, no. 121, pp. 206-207. Document omitted from CD, I-1.

96 REZACHEVICI 2003.

o7 The interval should be expanded also to the final months of 1460, because we know only the year of Vlad’s Athonite
Albanian deed: 6969, i.e. September 1, 1460-August, 31, 1461 (DRH, B, I, no. 119, p. 205). Given the “Albanian nature” of the
monastery, we note that the negotationas and preparations for Skanderbeg’s departure to the Italian Peninsula, to
Naples, had already begun in mid-1460 (see - in comparison as well - alsoSIMON 2020b).

o8 SCHMITT 2014, 207-211, 214-219. Skanderbeg acted in the service of his suzerain Ferdinad of Aragon, king of Naples, and of
Pope Pius II, Skanderbeg’s protector and Ferdinand’s suzerain (Naples was a Pontifical fiefdom).

90 Mehmed 11 had already offered a three year truce to Skanderbeg after the Ottoman conquest of Serbian Smederevo (1459).
Pressured by Pius II, the Albanian had refused it (NOLI 1945, 157). Two years later, with Papal and Neapolitan approval,
Skanderbeg accepted the renewed proposal. The duration of the truce was - again - of three years.

100 Since the start of Matthias’ reign (1458), Ottoman-Hungarian truces were limited to two years (recently: SALIHOVIC 2019;
SIMON 2021b). Both Matthias and Skanderbeg may have already reached arrangements with Mehmed in 1460.

101 BABINGER 1949.

102 SHUKUROV 2016, 258-259.
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was on his Adriatic journey back to Albaniais and the Epistola ad Mahumetem “was published”
under Pope Pius II' nameios, Vlad, already engaged to Matthias’ parentews, moved against the
Ottoman Empire (January-February 1462) ws. Word spread quickly to Rome (March 1462) 107,
where, for Pius, the contested Matthias united - through Transylvania - Hungary and Daciasos.

Beatrice of Aragon and the Fortresses of Wallachia

Roughly a year laterios, the same pope recorded the “famed” letter sent by Vlad, “styled” John
Dragulao, to Mehmed 11, through which he had betrayed Matthias (November 7, 1462) 111, Vlad IT's
son promised to the son of Murad II to hand him over Transylvania, and even much moreiiz. In the
political logic of Piusus, as well as in the natural course of the relations between Matthias and
Vladus, Transylvania played a pivotal roleiss. The same role was ascribedto Transylvania, and even
expandeduis, by Beatrice of Aragon, Matthias’ last wife117. The Neapolitan matrimony of Matthias
had been contracted (February/March-September 1474)us against the “background” of the
Moldavian and then Hungarian attacks on Vlachia Maior11s, whose ruler had to be Justine Szildgyi’s
husband, Vlad I11.120 He was “somehow and somewhat” restored to power (1476) 121

Four years later, in June 1480, the Hungarian and Moldavian troops managed to temporarily
depose Basarab IV Tepelus (~ ‘the Little Impaller’) 12.. The former favourite of Matthias, but also of

103 In May 1462, Skanderbeg was apparently still in Ragusa and not in Kruja (SCHMITT 2014, 218).

104 D’ASCIA 2003, 234.

105 According to the famous letter, sent on February 11, 1462, from Bucharest, by Vlad to Matthias (last edited in CD, I-1,
no. 23, pp. 108-126, here at p. 108, at the very beginning of the message sent by the voivode to the king).

106 This connection between Skanderbeg and Vlad was seemingly overlooked. The same however applies for the battle of
Baia, between Matthias and Stephen IIT of Moldavia, and the downfall of Skanderbeg (POP, SIMON 2012).

107 SIMON 2019b.

108 POP, SIMON 2020a, 283-284, 287-292.

100 SIMON 2020c, 63-65, 71-82.

110 See also BOGDAN 1896, X.

111 Rhotel, from where the letter was sent, was identified with either Rucir or Cisnidie. At that time, early November 1462,
Matthias certainly “went missing”, somewhere between Brasov and the Szeklerland (HORVATH 2011, 71-72).

112 The letter was last published in CD, I-1, no. 61, pp. 198-199.

113 SIMON 2020a.

114 GUNDISCH 1969, 981-992.

us John Hunyadi's “legacy” should also be reviewed from this perspective (see POP 2020b, 139-193).

116 This documented aspect eluded the attention of both Romanian “nationalists” and Transylvanian “separatists”. This can
only be viewed as further proof that theories do not need sources, but only some “selected” foundations.

117 von BERZEVICZY 1908.

118 De VAJAY 1999. See also PONTIERI 1946, 69-70.

119SIMON 2007b.

120POP, SIMON 2016a, 36-40.

121 See recently WEBER, GHEORGHE 2019.

122 In Hungarian, cipds is shoe and cipés is shoemaker. Cyppelles may have - also - meant either “little shoe” or “little
shoemaker”. The fact that before his rise to power Tepelus spent time not only in Turchia and Moldavia, but also in Hungary
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Stephenizs, as well as the first Wallachian heir of Sultana Mara Brankovi¢ on Mount Athosizs,
Basarab IV had joined the Ottoman campaign in Transylvania (October 1479) 125, The attack had
ended in Christian triumph at Cimpul PAiniiizs, which led to the official acknowledgment of John
Corvinus’ existence by Matthias, with the at best reluctant consentizs of still childless Beatricezs.
The alleged“posthumous father” of Neagoe Basarabizs, deemed ‘the Marcus Aurelius of the
Romanian Middle Ages’iso, Tepelus had been Tepes's “associate” during the latter’s last ruleis: and
even his “superior”, according to the information that reached Venice after Vlad’s deathsz.

In naturally exaggerated manneriss, Beatrice announced the victory of 1480 to her relatives in
Modena (she had not done the same after Cimpul PAinii) 134. For her, laGran Valacchiaiss was a part
of Transylvaniais, which bordered the (Lower) Danubeiss. Deprived of their fortresses, the

(Cronicile 1958, 32), and the contempt voiced by Beatrice in her cited letters support both variants. At the same time however,
that contempt also renders substance to the classic translation: Tepelus ~ ‘Little Impaller’.

123 SIMON 2004.

124 See also PAUN 2016, 152 (nota 82). After Basarab’s death, Vlad IV married his widow, Mary, and took Basarab’s place as
Mara Brankovi¢’s heir. Possibly the special - Serbian - connection was owed to Mary. At any rate, she was prestigious
enough to be held, after her capture, by Stephen Béthory, voivode of Transylvania, as his own daughter.

125 POPA 2010.

126 DRAGAN 2007.

127 Beatrice’s father, Ferdinand himself, was the bastard son of Alphonse V (NUCIFORO 2019). Her attitude towards John,
especially after, by 1483, it was evident that she could not give birth to children, is thus even more interesting.

128 POP, SIMON 2010.

120 PLESIA 1969, 53.

130 The original words read acestMarc Aureliu al Tdrii Romanesti (i.e. Wallachia) and were written by B.P. Hasdeu in the late 1800s.
The words came to real proeminence - in Draculian style almost - after 1970 (e.g. ZAMFIRESCU 1973).

131 Yet, Stephen, alike Matthias, or Matthias, like Stephen, went to great lengths to emphasize that Vlad’s restoration was
solely his accomplishment. Then both Matthias and Stephen “allowed” Vlad to perish (SIMON 2019a).

132 [...] Per altre mie del i 27 del passato [January 27, 1477] a Vostra Illustrissima Signoria [Bona of Savoy] furono advisata, como per la
via de Albania se haveva nova, che'l Turco [Mehmed I1] haveva expugnato uno bastione, il quale el Re de Ungaria [Matia Corvin] haveva
facto fare per tutela de Belgrado et per obsidione de Semedro [Smederevo). Hora significo alla Vestra Signoria como dicta nova per la via
d'Ungheria se e verificata, et quod maius est. El praefato Re advisa questa Signoria, como ultra l'expugnatione del dicto bastione li Turchi
sono etiam corsi nella Valachia Maggiore, et di novo le hanno riacquistata tutta et hanno tagliato ad pezzi Draculia [Vlad 111, capitaneo
del dicto Re, con circa quattro mille persone, et similiter hanno morto Bozarab [1V], Signore della dicta Valachia, la quale novella e
riputata qua molto sinistra et pernitiosa per li Christiani, et maximamente che pare, che'l prelibato Re de Ungaria con li sui soliti modi
accenni non poteva resistere ad tanti impeti, sol e non adiutato [...] (MDE, II, no. 234, Pp- 339-340). The report sent from Venice, on
February 1, 1477, by the experienced Milanese diplomat, Leonardo Botta, was - certainly - mistaken in one respect. Only Vlad
11 had died. Basarab IV had survived.

133 MDE, II, nos. 288-289, pp. 436-438 (July 9, 1480). Also in Acta, I, no. 32, pp. 34-35. For the original, see below.

134 POP, SIMON 2021a; SIMON 2021c.

135 In March 1476, for Gabriele Rangoni, bishop of Eger and former bishop of Transylvania, too, ‘Grand Wallachia’/ Vlachia
Maior/ Gran Valacchia did not cover the entire territory of Wallachia “proper” (for details: SIMON 2018).

136 Beatrice did not even recall the voivode of Transylvania, Stephen Bathory, who played a significant role in the battles of
1479-1480 (HORVATH, NEUMANN 2012, 52-55). The queen only mentioned Stephen I1I of Moldavia.

137 E.g. [...] Liquali [the captains of Matthias], circa la festa deloCorpo de Christo, intrarono in le dicte parte/ de Transilvania, per nome
chiamata la Gran Valacchia [...] Ancora haveno/assediate doe forteze, lequalesono al incontro de Nicopolim, dal dltra parte de/
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Valacchihad completely surrendered to the Ongariiss, possibly even stating (still according to
Queen Beatrice) [...] ‘that they now longer wanted to be Wallachians, but Hungarians?...]iss.

If we follow Beatrice’s lead, the fortezeiso, were the pillars of Basarab IV’s poweria, and
ofWallachian identity1s. Even if we factor-in the queen’s magnifications and interestsi3, Wallachia
in the 1470s-1480s was by no means reputed for her fortressesis. The main forteze connected tola
Gran Valacchia had long been lost: Severin to the Hungarian realm and Giurgiu to the Porteuss.

Churches, Fortresses and an Empire

The association in mid-148014s between fortresses and Basarab IV Tepelus's Wallachia (though he
was her last ruler to coin ducats) 147, may seem as unnatural as that between Vlad IIT Tepes (t
1476/1477) and the Church/ Churchesus. Still, we recall, half of Vlad’s preserved “domestic

Transilvania, accosto lo Damnubio [...] (Archivio di Stato di Modena, Modena, Archivio Segreto Estense, Cancellaria, Carteggi con
principi esteri, Ungheria, busta 1623. 1477-1624, nn).

138 [...] Expugnaro etiam tucte forteze de quelle provincie et e parso ad tucti/ construerene dele altre et fare nove monitione,
dicendo non volere essere piu de Valacchi,/ma de Hungari. Et con fede et gran cautela, li haveno promixo essere fideli de
Hungari,/ per modo che maypiu ce sera periculo, chequelle parte se habianoda revoltare, maxime/ per le bone provisione ce sono
state facteet continuamente se faranno [...].

139 No doubt would have arisen had the usual di been used instead of de in [...] dicendo non volere essere piu de Valacchi,/ma de
Hungari [...] (see POP, SIMON 2021a).

140 Not necessarily (of course) made out of stone, but out of wood and earth (palankas/ mottes). E.g. the forts erected by
Matthias after the Serbian and Bosnian campaign led by Vlad Il and Vuk Brankovi¢ in early 1476 (FINE 1995).

141 We redraw attention to the already mentioned case of Michael Marullus Tarchaniota. If he place his “Eastern” service in
chronological context (McGANN 2013, 230 (note 114), the year 1477 results and Basarab IV, (re)enthroned by Stephen I1I - as
his vassal (as prefect according to Jan Dugosz) - in November 1477, emerges as another potential cruel master of unfortunate
Marullus. Due to the Bessi in Marullus’ verses and because of Callimachus’ Besserabi, we therefore quote the original lines in
view of future researches: [...] si procul a patria Scythico deprensus in orbe,/ heu facinus, Bessi iusa superba fero/ imperiumque ferox
patior dominumque potentem,/ nec nisi libertas nomen inane mea est,/ utilius fuerat duro servire tyranno/ cumque mea patria cuncta
dolenda pati [...] (HASKELL 1998, 115)

142 Additionally, in the summer of 1480, there were “old” and “new” forteze. We recall the ambiguous words of
Beatrice: [...] et e parso ad tucti construerene delealtreet fare nove monitione [...]. Had the new fortifications been built by
Matthias’ or by Basarab’s subjects? Or by both?

113 She viewed Transylvania, to which la Gran Valacchia belonged all the way to the Danube, as a separate entity fromHungary
(proper). The Wallachians swore perpetual allegiance to the Hungarians, still according to the queen. Her words may be
viewed as her own “attempted centralization” that she communicated to her sister, Eleanor, and to her brother-in-law,
Ercole d’Este. Under the circumstances, Beatrice’s actual target could have been only John Corvinus, “invented” not only
duke of Liptov, but also count of Hunedoara on October, 21, 1479 (POP, SIMON 2010, 573-574).

144 CANTACUZINO 2001.

115 See MOISESCU 1987 (based on the situation in the days of Mircea I, Vlad III's grandfather). The monasteries were listed
among the fortresses. The abovementioned case of Govora, burnt to the ground in 1459, justifies the inclusion.

146 We emphasize that Beatrice’s letters were sent between the Ottoman attacks on Rhodes and on paternal Otranto.

147 ILIESCU 1975; ILIESCU 1980. We recall that the so-called Wallachian “crusading ducats”/ “ducats of crusade” were
attributed either to Vlad Il or to his precedecessor Wladislaw II.

148 For less simplistic views, see REZACHEVICI, 2010, 115-128; NEACSA 2014, 100-111; ANDREESCU 2017, 189-196.
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charters” were pious deeds1. Additionally, one of the main charges against him, from Orthodox -
Russian - perspective (1480s-1490s)150/ one of the “mitigating circumstances” granted from
Catholic - German - point of view (likewise in the 1480s-1490s)151 was Dracula’s conversion, that is:
Vlad I1I had/ would have had renounced the Greek rite and embraced the Latin rite1s.

Albeit that - as in the case of military figuresiss, “overstatements” were defining for those
daysiss, the case of the fortresses of Wallachia as fundament of her power must be reviewedss.
Queen Beatrice of Aragon’s words directly concerned Basarab IV Tepelus. Yet they raise two simple
questions about the times of Tepelus’s predecessor: the late Vlad I1I Tepes, the “ktetor” of Poenari in
the early modern chronicles of Wallachia (1600-1700s)1s¢: (1) on what was Vlad’s - medieval -
power based on? (2) On what was the - medieval - image of his power founded on?

Only by answering them, we will be able to truly understand, without replacing one delirium
with another (without “inverted commas”) 157, why, for Marino Sanudo il Giovane (in 1502), Dracula
had defeated Sultan Bayezid II in 1486155, and - more importantly - what was the real message that
Callimachus - had - wanted to convey in Rome in 14901ss. A first response may be sketched, at
least in relation to the latter issue, if not in respect to both mattersic. This attempt relies on the
previously avoidedis1 contextualization of Callimachus’ Draculian passages. More importantly
however, this answer is based on the “Callimachus papers” 1, preserved precisely in Zagreb, in
the heart of young John Corvinus’ power after his royal Hungarian failure of 14901, When

149 DRH, B, I, nos. 114-121, pp. 197-207.

150 Cronicile 1958, 212. The epilogue of the 1490 copy of Russian story on Vlad (first recorded in 1486) read: [...] And he [Dracula]
married, he took a princely wife [original: vojevodskujuzhenu], and after that he lived a short while and was murdered by Stephen of
Wallachia (NANDRIS 1966, 386). According to the known version of the story, Vlad fell fighting his own (Cronicile 1958, 214).
The discrepancy between versions calls for a review of the extant sources

151 E.g. CAZACU 2017, Appendix, Die Geschichte Dracole Waide (1488 and 1499), 364-369, at 369.

152 Such a conversion seems however highly unlikely because of the policies of both Matthias and Pope Sixtus IV (1471-1484)
during whose pontificate Vlad was “liberated” (for the post-Florentine unionist context, see also HALECKI 1958, 101-105).
Yet, given the Wallachian “pairing” from 1476, Tepes-Tepelus, we cannot rule out the possibility that Matthias had forced
Vlad to change rites (i.e. fully convert), when he had deemed Vlad “a lost - Wallachian - case”.

153 GHEORGHE 2017.

154 See for instance the case of Stephen I1I in POP 2019-2020.

155 Hence, the selection of maps in the appendix. Due to the manifold uncertainties, the maps cover a large time span.

156 It is however possible that at least the “tower” of the fortress was built under Mircea T (CONSTANTINESCU 1981, 54).

157 DOGARU 1993. The “oeuvre” was rendered possible by the hesitations of Romanian historiography and less by its
exaggerations (chiefly in the 1980s).

158 Sanudo, IV, cols. 324-327. The list of Christian-Ottoman confrontations, compiled during the Venetian-Ottoman war of 1499-
1503, featured the following entry: 1486. Exercito di Bayseto in Valachia, roto da Uracula Wayvoda.

150 For instance: CALLIMACHUS 1964, 70-73, 80; NOWAKOWSKA 2007, 31, 45

160 In 1502, Radu IV the Great, Stephen’s Wallachian rival, had become increasingly important for Venice, chiefly as a
negotiator with the Porte. Stephen’s victory of Vaslui was not even included on Sanudo’s “list (SIMON 2013).

161 With the exception of Professor PAPACOSTEA (19754, 16; 1975b, 424), who mentioned the crusader congress of 1490.

162 GARBACIK 1966; PAPACOSTEA 1970, 535 (note 1), 538 (note 1).

163 SISIC 1937; NEUMANN 2014,
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attempting to win Stephen III's favour, after Matthias’ death, during the congress of Rome,
Callimachus listed his message to the Moldavian under Woyewode Moldavie alias Besserabie1sa.

The “Moldavian Heir”

Stephen I1I of Moldavia was the only living political actor in the gallery of “frontier warriors”
evoked by the emissary of the Polish king (Skanderbeg, Vlad and Matthias, whose father had
caused Wladislaw 1/ 1II Jagiello’s death at Varnaies, had passed away). According to the said
chronicles of Wallachia, Stephen had ruled over Wallachia for 16/ 17 years (i.e. from the combats of
1473/1474 to Matthias’ death in 1490)iss. Callimachus attempted to lure Stephen back to the
Jagiellonian camp1er. The voivode had to support Jan Albert as Matthias’ successories. Stephen
declinedies. He had sworn to support John Corvinus and Maximilian of Habsburg as “co-kings” of
Hungaryo. Callimachus consequently recommended the dethronement of Stephen and his
replacement (as monarch)n with Sigismund, the youngest - secular - son of King Casimir IV 172,

In mid-1490, Stephen Illi73, who, in 1462, had “backstabbed” Vlad III during the Ottoman
campaign in Wallachiaiz, was apparently the - final - cible of the words spoken by Callimachusin
front of Innocent VIIls. In 1489, the pope had freed the voivode of Moldavia from the oath of
fealty Stephen had sworn to the king of Poland in 148517. Immediately, after presenting Vlad, the
Italian envoy of Krakow, who targeted the living through the dead (speaking well even of
Matthias)i7, depicted Stephen as the ‘ally and friend’ of Bayezid 11175, who had been the ally and

164 Arhiv Hrvatske Akademije Znanosti Umjetnosti, Zagreb, Cod. IV.c.6, f. 17"

165 Both Jan Dhugosz (in particular) and Callimachus blamed John Hunyadi for the death of the young king of Poland and
Hungary (see alsoJEFFERSON 2012, 8-9, 370).

1es[storia 1960, 5; POP, SIMON 2018, 21 (note 36).

167 The personal contacts between Stephen and Callimachus (PAPACOSTEA 1970, 538, note 1) may have also led to ‘direct
conversations’ (in the words of Professor Papacostea).

168 SIMON 2006-2007.

160 GARBACIK 1966, nos. 5-7, pp. 13-16.

170 For the data available prior to 2000: MINEA 1929-1931; SIMIONESCU 1975; SIMIONESCU 1980; CAZAN 2004, 62-65.

171 WAPOWSKI 1874, 19-20; PAPACOSTEA 1970, 540 (note 2); An eloquent proof for Stephen’s “rank” is his Venetian
designation as re (king), since autumn 1492 the latest (POP, SIMON 2020b, Appendix, no. 2, p. 83). Callimachus - then -
attempted to secure a “position” for Sigismund in the service of the Serenissima (Della SANTA 1913).

172 Frederick was already archbishop of Krakow (NOWAKOWSKA 2007).

173 PAPACOSTEA 1970, 530-533.

174 CRISTEA 2011, 101-102.

175 Later events further support this idea (e.g. POP, SIMON 2008, Appendix; PILAT, CRISTEA 2017, 253-254; HOLLEGGER 2018,
200-201; HOLLEGGER 2019, 143-144; PILAT 2020, 40-41; POP, SIMON 2021b).

176 Codex, 1, no. 265, p. 293.

177 For this reason, Callimachus listed Skanderbeg together with Vlad. For this reason, at the end, he pleaded for the cardinal
hat of Frederick Jagiello. Only the Jagiellonians could lead the crusade (see also WEINTRAUB 1979-1980, 925).

178 CALLIMACHUS 1964, 50; PAPACOSTEA 1975A, 16; PAPACOSTEA 1975b, 425. Like in Matthias’ case, Callimachus however
did not fail to mention Stephen’s merits. Because Stephen was presented as the vasall of Casimir IV, who in his turn had
concluded an armistice with Bayezid 11 in spring 1489 (KOLODZIEJCZYK 2000, Appendix, no. 2, p. 200), “due to” the policy of
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friend of the late Matthiasi7. Stephen had risen, and continued to rise, where Matthias and Vlad
had once stood: in Valachia, in Daciaise. ‘The cause [matter] of the Wallachian < is> frail’ were words
sent — with visibile satisfaction and since before the death of Matthiass: - by Callimachus to his
friend Zoe (Sofia) Palaeologus of Moscow, Stephen’s mortal enemy (March 1490) 2.

By twice recalling and styling Vlad III of Wallachia in the fashion of the ancient Roman
emperorsiss, Filippo Buonaccorsi Callimachus delegitimized Stephen III of Moldaviaiss and
annulled the deceased Matthias Corvinusiss among the Wallachians, in old and new Dacia, whose
Roman origins the Italian humanist had constantly endorsed:ss. Did Callimachus have any grounds
to do any of theseis”? The most thorough response must come from archaeology, from the
researches on the churches and on the fortress of Wallachia after the fall of Byzantiumiss.

Matthias who had left the Jagiellonian monarch no other choich than an agreement with the sultan), Callimachus had a
multitude of apparently conflicting elements that he could command to his advantage.

179 For instance:KALOUS 2021, no. 32, 132; no. 40, 227; no. 46, 257.

180 POP, SIMON 2020b.

181 The original text read: [...] La cosa del Valacho debile [...] (GARBACIK 1966, no. 4, p. 11).

182 See also HARRIS 1995, 544-546;REZACHEVICI 2004, 63-65.

183 The messianic nature of the title associated by Callimachus with Vlad (imperator et dux) and the original meaning of
the word gens (employed by the humanist politician) for the “kindred of the Wallachians”, sketch the image of a “new
Moses” destined to lead his tribe through the desert. It is a matter certainly worth a closer analysis.

184 It was perhaps because of this reason as well that Polish historiography attempted to deny the authenticity of
Callimachus’ Consilia for Jan Albert or at least the authenticity of his advice regarding Stephen (SEGEL 1989, 67-68).

185 Matthias did not even matter, in relation to Vlad, as well as in relation to the Jagiellonians, “the chosen ones”
(CALLIMACHUS 1964, 68).

18 ARMBRUSTER 1993, 72-74. Unlike Dlugosz however, Callimachus contested the Roman origins of the Lithuanians
(Callimachus 1962, 26-28, on the Roman Wallachians, 38-41, on the - contested - Roman Lithuanians).

187This is most likely the question Professor Papacostea avoided to answer, in the 1970s as well as later.

188 For the current situation, see for instance BATRANA 1974.
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® aseziri ® biserici

(IONITA 2005, Appendix

’

B fortificatii
“at the Beginnings” of Wallachia
fig. 2. Settlements, Churches and Fortifications in the Area between the Southern Carpathians and
the Lower Danube in the 11"-13" Centuries)
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