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Dwelling No. 2 from the Settlement of
Cucuteni-Dambul Morii, Iasi County, Romania.

Radu-Stefan BALAUR!

Abstract. The archaeological research carried out in the settlement of Ddmbul Morii led to the discovery of 16
dwellings dated to the Cucuteni A-B phase. The present study centers on dwelling no. 2 not only due to its position
within the settlement but also due to the complexity of the discoveries. According to the general plan of the settlement,
we distinguish the central position of this dwelling in a group of structures arranged in the southwest area of the
promontory. The archaeological research clearly revealed the presence of rituals that can be associated with those of
the foundation of the dwelling and at the hearth level, but also the existence of cult complexes with related
paraphernalia (altars, hearth-dltars, cult tables, etc.). Moreover, the successive restorations of the hearth, as well as
the two deposits of vessels in the central hearth area, support the continuity of this dwelling over a longer period and
its attribution to the category of domestic sanctuaries, which refer to the religious, private life of a family, in which
both elements with domestic functionality and those specific to the performance of rituals are present.

Rezumat. Cercetdrile arheologice in asezarea de fazd A-B de la Dambul Morii au dus la identificarea a cel putin 16
locuinte atribuite fazei A-B. Studiul de fatd pune accentul pe locuinta nr. 2, nu numai prin pozitia acesteia in cadrul
asezdrii, cdt si prin complexitatea descoperirilor asociate cu aceasta. Conform planului general al asezdrii constatdm
pozitia centrald a acesteia intr-un grup de locuinte dispuse in zona de sud-vest a promontoriului. Cercetarea ei a
surprins clar prezenta unor ritualuri ce pot fi asociate cu cele de fundare ale locuintei, cdt si la nivelul vetrei, dar si
existenta unor complexe de cult cu paraphernalia aferente (altare, vetre-jertfelnic, mdsute cult etc). Mai mult,
refacerile succesive ale vetrei, precum si cele doud depuneri de vase in zona vetrei centrale sustin continuitatea
acestei locuinte pe o perioada mai indelungatd, si atribuirea ei categoriei sanctuarelor casnice, ce fac referire la viata
religioasd, privatd a unei familii, in care sunt prezente, atdt elemente cu functionalitate casnicd, cdt si cele specifice
desfdsurdrii unor ritualuri.
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Introduction

The Cucuteni culture, one of the great European civilizations of the Copper Age, offered
numerous objects and masterpieces related to religious life for the prehistoric spirituality of
Europe. From the researchers' point of view, studying temples and sanctuaries, their content,
and their historical, cultural, and religious context, but especially the role, location, and
functionality of the sanctuary or parts of a sanctuary, is a current necessity. They were
distinguished from the rest of the residential structures within a settlement by both
construction and inventory. These magical-religious manifestations include a whole range of
formulas that sometimes concern the entire community or only a certain group: cult
complexes, foundation pits of a settlement or a dwelling, ritual or cult-like pits, and ritual
deposits (ceramic vessels, stone objects, bone tools, horn, and statuettes). It is assumed that the
sanctuaries, but especially the altars identified in the settlements of the Precucuteni-Cucuteni
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cultural complex, suggest religious practices that are much less magical than commonly
believed?.

In a simple definition, temples represent cult buildings dedicated to divinities that include
several altars or sanctuaries dedicated to the performance of ritual and spiritual activities, such
as prayer, rite, or sacrifice, equipped with special furniture, dedicated vessels, and a cult
officiant?. Instead, sanctuaries are defined as special parts of a settlement, also associated with
the conduct of religious community activities, distinguished from temples by their smaller size,
sometimes equipped with columns, hearths, stella, bull heads or bucrania, benches, platforms
and ovens. The sanctuary can be both a smaller segment of a temple or a separate building®.

The inventory indicates that there are two types of sanctuaries in the Precucuteni-
Cucuteni area, based on their location within the site or the structures they contain: large
constructions, roomy for religious ceremonies and rituals, with hearths, which are considered
domestic sanctuaries, and community sanctuaries featuring monumental constructions such
as altars, columns, or anthropomorphized slabs, which are regarded as temples®. Domestic
sanctuaries are often a dwelling in which the officiant lives with his family but needs a room
with a social character, in which he carries out ritual activities, such as dwelling no. 61 from
Trusesti. Among the ritual activities carried out are mentioned libation, initiation, cultic
grinding, birth and baptism, oblatio, etc.S.

Such structures interpreted as sanctuaries appear as early as the Precucuteni phase. We
recall here the constructions with hearths and various complexes, such as dwelling no. 36 from
Poduri-Dealul Ghindaru, Bacdu county’, or dwelling no. 1 at Isaiia-Balta Popii, lasi county?, or
altars, such as the one in dwelling no. 11 at TArgu Frumos®. The first two settlements, although
located at a great distance from each other, are notable for two similar cult complexes, called
the "Council of the Goddesses," consisting of 21 statuettes and 13 burnt clay thrones, the
difference being made by the number of burnt clay pieces; at Poduri only 2 were discovered,
compared to the 42 clay pearls discovered at Isaiia'®.

Regarding the Cucuteni culture, most of the identified sanctuaries are associated with
phase A. The settlement at Trusesti is noteworthy for its several sanctuaries, of various sizes,
which appear to be concentrated in a small square located in the central area of the settlement,
with combustion installations and monumental structures'’. From the initial phase of
habitation, dwelling no. 61, which features two worship tables and an altar, regarded as a
community house, draws attention. In the second phase of habitation, the sanctuary dwellings
(no. 24, 38, 40, and 60) were characterized by monumental pieces, representing oranta-type
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idols, sometimes with a cup-shaped head'?. Among other sanctuaries, we mention those at
Scanteia (dwelling no. 1), with 75 anthropomorphic female and male idols and 30 zoomorphic
idols, as well as fragments from altar-type tables®®, Tarpesti (dwelling no. 5), with 34
anthropomorphic statuettes, miniature chairs', or Madrgineni-Cetdtuia, with a large
fragmentary idol".

For Cucuteni A-B phase, there is a lack of information about the existence of sanctuaries.
This scarcity may be attributed to either the small number of studies conducted or the
likelihood that cult activities were performed outside of sanctuary-type structures. This
situation is particularly evident in the Tripolian settlements located along the Middle Bug?®.
The discoveries from the site of Iablona (Cucuteni A-B2/Tripolie BII) are significant, featuring
711 whole or fragmentary anthropomorphic statuettes. Researchers have concluded that this
indicates the presence of a powerful cult center. It is notable in hut no. 36, which contains 54
statuettes, believed by the researchers to be associated with the existence of a person
responsible for cult activities?’.

Also, for the Cucuteni B phase, information is scarce. The discoveries at Ghelaiesti-Nedeia'®
and Buznea-Targu Frumos' are mentioned, where in constructions without a platform, cult
complexes were discovered consisting of four statuettes arranged in a cardinal direction, with
six containers around them, associated with the hearth or altar, with two models of open
sanctuaries, which contained several statuettes, as well as others in a fragmentary state. In both
cases, the existence of protective large vessel is noted?.

Using the information we have acquired thus far, we intend to present discoveries and
circumstances associated with dwelling no. 2 that may indicate the existence of a presumed
sanctuary within this settlement.

The site of Ddmbul Morii: history of research

Dambul Morii settlement is situated in the southeastern region of the village of Bdiceni, in
the Cucuteni commune of Iasi county, between Paraul Morii stream to the west and Recea
stream to the east (Figure 1/A-B). To the south, it has visibility towards the major riverbed of
the Recea/Valea Oii stream. The site is located on a promontory with a maximum height of
about 10 m, oriented NW-SE, with gentle slopes, somewhat steeper towards the southwest (Fig.
1/C). The prospect of a marshy area around the promontory is not excluded?. When it is
included in the physical-geographical units of the region, the Cucuteni-Bdiceni microzone is
situated on the border between the Moldavian Plain and the Suceava Plateau. Based on
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hydrographic criteria, it is a part of the Valea Oii Basin, which is a tributary of the Bahlui River,
located centrally west of the Bahlui River basin?.
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Figure 1. Location of the Cucuteni-Ddmbul Morii settlement in Romania, lasi County (A) and
topographic map, scale 1: 25000 (B); oblique aerial photo (C) (after Asdndulesei et alii 2020, fig. 7).

The first mention, under the name "Talsiedlung - The settlement in the Valley", was made
by H. Schmidt, who also carried out the first archaeological research on this site. Afterwards
eight archaeological campaigns were carried out between 1961-1964, 1966, 1977-1978, and 1989
for the research at Ddmbul Morii, under the leadership of Professor Mircea Petrescu-Dimbovita,
with assistance from Professor Marin Dinu, who would eventually take charge of the

22 PETRESCU-DIMBOVITA, VALEANU 2004, 40; NICU 2013, 7.
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excavations?. M. Dinu presented the excavations until 1966 and mentioned 10 dwellings that
were investigated from the Cucuteni A-B phase, as well as the defensive system of the
settlement. New dwellings were identified and researched during the resumption of
excavations in 1977 and 1978, with a final campaign in 1989. After careful consultation of
excavation plans and the site notebooks, a total of 16 Cucuteni dwellings were investigated in
two sectors, separated by a defensive ditch?. Recently, to obtain detailed underground data for
the site, we used geophysical surveying. Thus, we identified a series of anomalies associated
with dwellings and three ditches with similar trajectories linked to the settlement's defensive
system. These were found in the SE sector, where we can see a cluster of archaeological
structures (Fig. 2/A), probably overlapping levels of occupation that make it difficult to
determine an organizational model. Most of these structures also display thermoremanent
magnetism, showing that they were subjected to intense fire. Small circular anomalies that can
be assigned to pits were identified as we moved towards the NW beyond the settlement's
defensive system. Further in the same direction, a series of large anomalies characterized by
thermoremanent magnetism was identified. These anomalies can be attributed to burnt or
partially burnt dwellings, as well as a few circular anomalies associated with pits. The rather
confined area surveyed in the NW sector precludes any hypotheses regarding the organization
of the dwellings?. The general plan together with the magnetic map allowed us to get a first
idea of the settlement's layout. We can see that there are two circular groups of dwellings
arranged around a central dwelling, specifically dwellings no. 2 and 11 (Figure 2/B).

Dwelling no. 2: archaeological description

Although there are findings that can be associated with the presence of sanctuaries or
dwellings with arranged spaces for religious activities, this study will focus exclusively on
dwelling no. 2 (marked in blue in Figure 2), studied during the campaigns of 1962 and 1963%". 1
chose this structure due to various reasons, including the specific stratigraphic situation, the
central location within a group of dwellings, and the detection of complexes or artefacts linked
to cult activities.

23 BALAUR 2020, 172; 20234, 62; DINU 2006, 33; SCHMIDT 1932, 3,12-13.
24 DINU 2006, 33-34; 2009, 106-107; ASANDULESEI et alii 2020, 324.

25 BALAUR 2020, 172-176; 2023a, 64-69.

26 ASANDULESEI et alii 2020, 328-330.

27 BALAUR 2020, 172-173.
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Fully researched dwellings
- Partlally researched dwellings
I:] The surveyed area from Dambul Morii

V////, W.Schmidt excavation trench

M. H Modern house

Figure 2. Magnetometric map (after Asdndulesei 2015, fig. 121C), with the areas investigated
according to the excavation plans (A); Excavation plan (B)
(adapted after Dinu 2006, 43, with additions).

Dwelling no. 2 (Figure 3) was characterized by a compact mass of daub at a depth of 10-20
cm from the ground surface. The exact size is not known, as it is affected towards the ESE corner
and in the VSW corner, where only very few traces of the platform were preserved. Also, H.
Schmidt's investigation caused disturbance towards the northern limit. We only know that the
southern part was captured between meters 0 and 10, and had the same orientation as dwelling
1, namely E-W?,

The platform appears to be made of a split wood structure with a N-S orientation
interrupted right next to the central hearth. An interesting stratigraphic situation was
documented right next to the central hearth, where, under the unitary remains of the platform,
there was a layer of earth, about 3-5 cm below which there seems to be a second platform,
attributed to a second level of habitation. We don't have a documented profile to support this
situation, nor do we have any concrete information to enable dating on this new platform. What
we do know is that a pit with Cucuteni A; materials was discovered underneath it. The author
of the excavations believes that this dwelling was abandoned at the time of the arrival of the
new occupants, the land being prepared for the construction of the new one?.

28 BALAUR 2024, 48-52.
29 PETRESCU-DIMBOVITA 1966, 33; BALAUR 2020, 180; 2024, 48-52.
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Figure 3. Dwelling no. 2. Excavation plan
(adapted after the plans from the manuscript Biiceni-Dambul Morii - Nootebook no. 1,
The 1962 Excavation Campaign).

Inside the dwelling, the excavation notebook recorded the presence of three hearths,
which varied in size, all equipped with U-shaped raised chime. These were constructed either
directly on the ground (hearths 1 and 2) or atop a layer of ceramic shards (hearth 3)*. On the
excavation plan of dwelling no. 2, the existence of a possible fourth hearth is also observed,
west of the central one. Two of these hearths are noteworthy, to which we will return later.

As for the interior arrangements, we have no information other than the existence of a
storage area, to the WSW of the central hearth, suggested by the presence of fragments from a
large vessel, which seems to have been included in the platform. Such vessels are also found in
other settlements of the Cucuteni A-B phase, such as at Traian-Dealul Fantanilor. A little further
to the NW of this vessel, a possible grinding area was also reported, attested by the presence of
stones of different sizes®..

The inventory consists mainly of ceramic fragments present along the walls of the
dwelling, a relatively large number of animal bones as well as some plastic representations.
Another possible area where certain domestic activities could have been carried out was
identified at the southern limit of the dwelling, where a large stone was discovered, and many
osteological fragments, especially large deer antlers. In this area it seems that the platform was
damaged??.

30 BALAUR 2024, 48-52; Baiceni-Ddmbul Morii - Nootebook no. 1, The 1962 and 1963 Excavation Campaigns.
31 BALAUR 2024, 48-52.
32BALAUR 2024, 48-52.
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Depending on the location and position of archaeological objects or complexes, some
situations can be interpreted as foundation rituals of the dwelling, or even for the combustion
facility. The same rituals are also found in the case of restoring hearths. Usually, they are located
in the center of the dwelling, within the foundation, or even beneath it*.

Ritual depositions

Discoveries such as ritual depositions, sacrifices, offerings, and others complement the
aspects of ritual character in the Cucuteni culture area. In addition to the founding and
abandonment rituals, other rituals involves celebrating certain periodic events or deities
whose goodwill had a positive impact on the community's well-being3“.

In the Cucuteni culture one such category refers to foundation rituals, renovation or even
the abandonment rituals of dwellings, or hearths within these structures. The first scenario
discussed refers to the placement of items such as anthropomorphic or zoomorphic figurines,
vessels, altars, stone or flint tools, animal bones, etc., as part of such rituals. These deposits
were identified in more or less complex formulas, either simple deposits or in pits, under the
platform of the dwellings or inside the floors, or in the structure of the hearths. The place and
meaning of these objects are also important?.

Such situations are documented at Draguseni-Ostrov®’, Preutesti-Cetate?, Dume§ti—fntre
Pdraie®, Traian-Dealul Fantanilor®®, Vorniceni-Pod Ibdneasa*, Gheliiesti-Nedeia*!, Poduri-Dealul
Ghindaru*, Fetesti-La Schit®}, Cucuteni-Cetdtuia*.

At Dambul Morii, deposits of objects related to foundation rituals were observed within
dwelling no. 2. Thus, under the platform, we have documented situations in which deposited
vessels were discovered. In the initial investigation, a vessel that was preserved in situ with its
mouth down was found on the southern side, in the southeast corner, shielding a bovine bone
from the wrist (Figure 4, a). Based on similar discoveries, researchers argue that we can identify
a ritual involving offerings or the consumption of meat in particular magical-religious
manifestations. This hypothesis is further corroborated by the presence of many bone
fragments from domesticated animals and mature deer antlers, which were sourced from
hunting, all found on the same side®.

Such deposits are also documented near the central hearth. To the east, at an equal
distance between the central hearth and the one with holes, a broken vessel was discovered,
which in the opinion of the excavation author, was probably buried ritually under the platform
(Figure 4/b), in a possible pit*, on which we will return to later. Another deposition is attested

33 LAZAROVICI 20009, 224.

3¢ LAZAROVICI 20009, 223.

35 LAZAROVICI, LAZAROVICI 2007, 172; SZTANCSUJ 2015, 250.

36 MARINESCU-BILCU, BOLOMEY 2000, 25, 32-35, 37-38, LAZAROVICI 2009, 226.

37 URSULESCU, IGNATESCU 2003, 29; LAZAROVICI 2009, 225.

38 ALAIBA 2007, 23; LAZAROVICI 20009, 225.

39 BEM 2007, 132-150; LAZAROVICI 2009, 227-228.

40 DIACONESCU 2012, 17-18; LAZAROVICI 2009, 226.

41 NITU et alii 1971, 59; CUCOS 1999, 48; LAZAROVICI 2009, 227-228.

42 MONAH et alii 2003, 37-40, 99; LAZAROVICI 2009, 227; LAZAROVOCI, LAZROVICI 2007, 173.
43 BOGHIAN, IGNATESCU 2009, 1-20; BOGHIAN et alii 2004, 229; BOGHIAN et alii 2005, 335, 337, 341,
fig. 7/3, 10.

44 PETRESCU-DIMBOVITA, VALEANU 2004, 78-79, 83; LAZAROVICI 2009, 228.

45 BALAUR 2023b, 47; DIACONESCU 2012, 15.

46 Baiceni-Ddmbul Morii - Nootebook no. 1, The 1962 Excavation Campaign.
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in the western edge of the central hearth, under the platform of the dwelling, It appears that a
complete Cucuteni C-type vessel has been laid down here, and it would have broken after the
hearth collapsed (Figure 4/c). Remnants of the same vessel were also discovered among the
external rubble of the same hearth. A little further west of the central hearth, in an area with
remnants of a possible fourth hearth, the rest of another vessel were discovered beneath;
according to the excavation author, it appears that this vessel was also intentionally deposited?’.

At the end of the 1962 campaign, the authors of the research raised the issue of the
existence of a possible ritual pit, as I mentioned above. On the northern side of the dwelling, to
the east of the central hearth, a shallow pit was identified (unfortunately, it was not included
on the plan). Under the platform, a partially burned vessel was discovered to the point of slag
formation, which seems to have been ritually buried under a layer of ash (Figure 4/b). It is also
important that in the immediate vicinity there was a hearth with perforations (one central,
four aligned with the cardinal points). We should mention that in the same area, after the
removal of the second platform, a pit with ceramic materials belonging to the Cucuteni A; phase
was also discovered*.

[ oh| g | uf
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Figure 4. Detail from dwelling no. 2 plan, with the layout of the cult complexes:
a-e) deposits of objects or vessels; A-C) constructions of a cult character
(adapted after the plans from the manuscript Biiceni-Dambul Morii - Nootebook no. 1,
The 1962 Excavation Campaign).

47 Baiceni-Ddmbul Morii - Nootebook no. 1, The 1962 Excavation Campaign.
48 Baiceni-Ddmbul Morii - Nootebook no. 1, The 1962 Excavation Campaign.
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Cult facilities

The discovery of cult facilities, which may have been used in specific ceremonies or rituals,
is also noteworthy at Ddmbul Morii. On the northern side of this dwelling, there was a hearth
that was preserved in fragments and had a raised kerb, rounded corners, and an opening to the
west (Figures 4/A and 5/a-c). This hearth is distinct from the others discovered at Dambul Morii
because it features four holes ("indents") on its surface. Three of these holes are arranged in a
straight line oriented north-south, while the fourth hole is located to the east and forms a
diagonal line with the central one (Figure 5/a-c). If we follow the principle of symmetry, we
should not exclude the possibility that this hearth had five indents, arranged somewhat
rhomboidally, four at the corners and one in the middle. In this area, the author of the
excavations speaks of the existence of two rows of platform that appear to form a corridor
leading from the dwelling to the hearth* (Figure 4; 5/a). We were unable to provide any
additional information about this situation, but we do not rule out the possibility that it could
be a case of systematic platform reconstruction.

J/e

Figure 5. Hearth with perforations from dwelling no. 2. a) detail from the excavation plan; b)
photo of the hearth (after Petrescu-Dimbovita 1966, fig. 32); c) plan of the hearth.

The large central hearth also attracts attention, with clear traces of restorations and
enlargements. Initially, the hearth was restored on the same surface, after which it was
enlarged (Figure 4/B). Two rows of strongly burned sandy plastering were observed, one of
which is older, reddish, and has larger mosaic cracks, which were restored. Later, the hearth
was enlarged, suggested by the upper level of yellowish clay, with very small mosaic cracks. It
looks like the original hearth appears to have had a kerb, built on a row of clay, which it was not
known whether were part of the platform. At the time of the expansion, this kerb was covered.
This chime has four rows of clay plaster®. As mentioned earlier, this fireplace is connected to

49 BALAUR 2023b, 48; Baiceni-Dadmbul Morii - Nootebook no. 1, The 1962 Excavation Campaign.
50 Bdiceni-Ddmbul Morii - Nootebook no. 1, The 1962 Excavation Campaign.
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two deposits (Figure 4/b-c) located to the east and west, which are considered ritual. A similar
situation is documented for dwelling no. 2 at Poduri, where hearth no. 2 displays complete
vessels or fragments of vessels that can be restored, all within the immediate vicinity and
showing three levels of restoration®.

From the same dwelling also come two parallelepipedal structures (Figure 4/C; 6),
made of clay mixed with chaff, with approximately equal dimensions at the base, about 14.5 x
14 cm, considered by the author of the excavations to be altars®. It's possible that these are
among the five pieces marked on the excavation plan (pieces 2 and 3 in the group marked 1-5)
close to the central hearth.

. a
g

Figure 6. Parts of some cult structures (photos by the author).

Cult objects

Artifacts connected to cult practices were also found during the excavations at Dambul
Morii. The first category of objects under discussion refers to cult tables. Presented in the
specialized literature under various terms, such as ‘altars’, ‘miniature altars’ ‘cult tables’,
‘offering platforms’ or ‘altar-tables) the role and functionality of these objects are widely
discussed. The most discussed assumptions are related to their use for lighting, ritual lighting,
for storing fire, for use during rituals for burning offerings at different events or celebrations,
during ceremonies, or for protection against natural disasters or disease, for illuminating a
space, etc.”®. The association of terms such as ‘cult’ and ‘spiritual’ in discussions suggests a
religious function; however, their presence in normal dwellings suggests a domestic use, or they
are seen as miniaturized replicas of real religious structures, used to create a cult space within
the domestic sphere®*. Usually, they consist of a quality paste that has been fired to brick-red
or brick-brown, or coarse, and contains various inclusions. Rarely, it features a central circular
opening, which has an outwardly turned lip. The most likely role of this opening was to support
a miniature vessel, as shown by analogies within the Cris or Vinca cultures®.

51 KOVACS 2016, 250; PREOTEASA 2013, 102-103.

52 BALAUR 2023b, 48.

53 MIREA 2011, 42; MAXIM 2000, 121-122.

54 MIREA 2011, 42; SCHWARZBERG 2003, 79, 128; CHAPMAN 2000, 82.

55 BALAUR 2023b, 49; BOGHIAN 2004, 157; LAZAROVICI, LAZAROVICI 2012, 337; COMSA 1980, 34-36.
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From dwelling no. 2, a complete cult table (Figure 7/a) was discovered under the platform,
along with fragments of two others (Figure 7/b-c). These fragments include only partially
preserved legs and parts of the top. The precise context of their discovery is not specified. The
first table, broken in two and later restored, appears to be made of a paste mixed with fine sand,
well-smoothed, and modeled in two parts (table and goblet). In the center, the table features a
perforation. The rectangular table had slightly arched sides and four cylindrical legs connected
through small, slightly asymmetrical triangles. The upper part (goblet), missing in this case,
probably had a truncated vessel. The surfaces are well smoothened (they show traces of
painting), oxidant burning, with a brick-red-yellowish colour. A similar piece was discovered
in the inventory of dwelling no. 16 from Pauleni Ciuc-Ciomortan/Vdrdomb-Dambul Cetdatii*®
(Figure 7/e). The second table, which has only one leg and a small portion of its top, appears to
have been made in a similar manner (Figure 7/b). Compared to the previous pieces, the third
table, also fragmentary (Figure 7/c), had triangular-shaped legs joined at right angles at the
corners. We are unable to determine the precise context of discovery for these last two pieces,

but we do know they came from dwelling no. 2.

Figure 7. Cult tables: a-d) Cucuteni-Dambul Morii; e) Pauleni Ciuc-Ciomortan/Vdrdomb-Dambul
Cetdtii (without scale, after Buzea, Lazarovici 2005, P1. XX/4).

56SZTANCSUJ 2015, 250; BUZEA, LAZAROVICI 2005, 43, P1. XX /4; BUZEA 2006, 135, P1. VIII/1; Plate IX/1.
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The most widely recognized category of artifacts that are associated with spirituality
is anthropomorphic art. Although we have recorded some figurines from this dwelling, they
were discovered in a fragmentary state, from unclear contexts. Among the small pieces from
archaeological discoveries that suggest a certain role in cult practices, conical idols have also
been indicated. While some researchers consider them stylized cult pieces that represent
masculinity, others have included them directly among the so-called phallic and phalloid
representations. Other hypotheses suggest that these small artifacts may represent game
pieces, chips, accounting instruments, tattoo stamps, etc..

Only one such piece comes from dwelling no. 2 at Ddmbul Morii. It was modeled from a light
brown paste, about 2.1 cm high, a circular base with a diameter of about 1.3 cm. Its upper part
is rendered as a conical column and features small punctures®. This idol was found in the same
location as the cult table discussed earlier (Figure 4/e). It's possible that they were deposited
together.

Discussions

Within the chalcolithic communities, magico-religious practices are defined by well-
individualized complexes. The complexity of spiritual structures can be expressed through
their manifestations, whether they appear in simple or sophisticated forms. The deliberate
placement of various objects at the foundation of a building, whether domestic or communal,
was intended to gain the goodwill of the absolute divinity, for protection against natural or
anthropogenic calamities®.

From those discussed above, it is evident that the spiritual practices of the Cucuteni A-
B community at Ddmbul Morii are well-documented through a diverse array of artifacts, such as
figurines, cult tables, conical idols, and more, along with various cult complexes and evidence
of rituals observed within both dwellings and the settlement itself. We chose to discuss dwelling
no. 2 for various reasons, its central position within a group of dwellings in the southwestern
part of the promontory and the number of complexes or objects associated with different cult
practices.

Within this dwelling space, we can clearly identify rituals associated with the foundational
practices of both the household and the hearth, alongside the existence of cult complexes
equipped with related paraphernalia such as altars, hearth-altars, and cult tables. Furthermore,
the repeated restorations of the hearth, involving multiple layers of plastering, along with the
two pottery deposits associated with the central hearth, indicate that this dwelling has been
continuously occupied for an extended period. This suggests that the hearth was intentionally
placed in a location that was sought after and maintained over time, serving as a "family
center". Additionally, their sacralization, which links to the consecration of the entire space
they heat, explains the deposits below the hearth®. The association of terms like ‘cult’ and
‘spiritual’ in discussions about ceramic tables suggests that their presence in ordinary homes
indicates a domestic use, or they may be viewed as miniaturized replicas of actual religious
structures designed to create a cult space within the household®'. Additionally, it is noteworthy

57 BALAUR 2023b, 50; BOGHIAN 2004, 158.

58 BALAUR 2023b, 51.

59 DIACONESCU 2012, 21; LAZAROVICI, LAZAROVICI 2006a, 192; KOVACS 2016, 198.
60 KOVACS 2016, 333; URSULESCU et alii 2002, 36; PREOTEASA 2013, 105.

61 MIREA 2011, 42; SCHWARZBERG 2003, 79.
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that the entire cult table, along with the conical idol, was found placed beneath the platform
close to the hearth, aligned in a straight line with it.

In conclusion, the archaeological evidence from Dadmbul Morii allows us to go beyond the
label of a 'possible' sanctuary. Dwelling no. 2 represents a paradigmatic example of a domestic
sanctuary, where the boundaries between the utilitarian and the sacred were fluid. Unlike
communal temples, which served the broader group, this structure reflects the micro-ritualism
of the family unit. The deliberate foundation deposits, the ritualized maintenance of the central
hearth through successive plastering, and the presence of specific paraphernalia (cult tables,
conical idols) confirm that the inhabitants actively managed their spiritual protection. Thus,
Dwelling no. 2 was not merely a shelter, but a spiritually charged space, maintained through a
continuous cycle of rituals spanning from its foundation to its abandonment. The family leader
is responsible for administering domestic religious activities that aim to achieve fertility and
prosperity, which are two important elements for survival®2.
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